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LES 1&4 KA 
I rank is univerſally eſteemed a 
'B, oreat bleſſing ; but I ſhould be glad 
S to know wherein the ſuperior happi- | 


neſs of kings may properly be ſaid to conſiſt. 
As to power, merely conſidered as ſuch, it is a 
prerogative enjoyed by every lion of the foreſt, 
The moſt gaudy apparel, even with all the aſ- 
ſiſtance of wealth, art, or taſte, can never equal 
a flower of the field, nor the gorgeous tail of 
the proud peacock, in beauty. That we are 


4 to follow the bent of our paſſions, is a very 
. dan- 
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| dangerous advantage, and but too often paid 
for by a ſevere repentance. The power of do- 
ing good, 10 great prerogative, and a real hap- 
pineſs; but it is conſiderably imbittered by the 
frequent neceſſity of being ſeverely juſt, One 


ſingle puniſhment inflicted on a fellow crea- 

ture gives more pain to.a feeling heart, than 

the pleaſure ariſing from a hundred bene- 

ficent actions can repay. Extravagant praiſes, 

and crouds of cringing attendants, cannot but 

be ſurfeiting and troubleſome to a great mind. 
Now wherein conſiſts the ſuperior happineſs 
of a king? I will not mention virtue and a 
good conſcience: we lower-ranked mortals 
ſhould be ill-off, if theſe were the ſpecial rights 
of majeſty. No! in regard to theſe, the pre- 
tenſions of a beggar are equal to thoſe of the 
greateſt monarch. 


I canNnoT help being of opinion, that 


thoſe who ſweat in the hot garret, as well as 
5 the 


ie 
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the poor creatures who ſhiver in the cold cellar, 
bave ſome reaſon to envy the temperate ſitua- 
tion of the family between them. 

THERE is a certain peaceful contentment, 
that may be beſt copied from private. life, 
without which it is difficult to form an idea 
of happineſs. How bleſt is that prince who 
is conſidered by his ſubjects as their beſt friend, 
who in ſome meaſure appears to be their equal, 


whoſe ſcepter ſeems of no weight, whoſe pow- 


er is founded on affection, whoſe ſecurity is 
the univerſal love 'of his people ! In this light, 
he may be regarded as a tender father in the 
midſt of his family. He fees his children play- 
ing round him, rejoices in their mirth, and 
ſometimes even joins in their amuſement. A 
prince that is beloved can hardly do amiſs, 
whilſt he that would only be honoured: and 
feared, can do no one action without blame. 


A3 5 PRo- 
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PROVIDENCE hath been pleaſed to fix Your 
ROYAL HiGnness in the firſt rank of mor- 


tals. You have, on one ſide, ambitious flattery, 
and ſincere friendſhip on the other. The firſt 
is royal property, the latter is the patrimony of 
an honeſt man. Take your choice, my dear 
SIR, for it is in your power. Much officiouſ- 
neſs, great apparent veneration, conſtant en- 
deavours to oblige, extravagant praiſe, low 
' bows, and ſubmiſſive behaviour, are the gene- 
ral charaQteriſtics of a court; but, in remem- 
bering the wide difference between a mere 
monarch and a father of his people, you will 
not forget, that theſe are no more than the 
hell or ſurface of felicity. 

HEAvEN grant that every individual Swede 


may love Your Royar HicHNess with the 
fame zeal with which I am 
| Your, &c. 
Hellekis, Auguſt 1, 
1752. | LET 
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LL FER ES | 
OUR RoyaAL HicnNntss hath fo often 


ſeemed delighted with the fable of Pan- 
dora, that I flatter myſelf you will not be diſ- 
pleaſed to have it repeated once more. 1 fear 
I ſhall hardly do juſtice to my friend La Motte; 
but I depend upon your indulgence, 


FAB LE: 


N OT e'er a ſchool- boy but can tell 
Who Vulcan was, and how he fell, 


Becauſe, forſooth, his aukward mien 
Diſpleas'd or Jove, or, chance, the queen. 
This limping out. caſt of the ſky, 

Perhaps to make his court on high, * 
One day refolv'd to forge a creature 

Of tender ſhape and comely feature. 

His bellows firaight wer 2 blowing, 


And every nimble ha! 


A 4 
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Now, e'er the labour feem'd begun, 
Behold, the human figure ſhone 
Complete. The work was ſhewn above, 


And all th' aſſembled gods approve. 


My ſon,” exclaims the god of thunder, 
* Why thou haſt made a perfe& wonder ! 
A form ſo fair, ſo like thy wife, 


© Deſerves, and I will give it, life. 


He ſpake, and touch'd her brazen breaſt, 
When lo! the woman flood confeſt. 

The other gods, like gods, were kind, 
Reſolving not to be behind. | 
They. gave her fimpers; ſmiles, and grices 
Artillery ſoft of female faces. 
Wate'er-witd' fancy could deſire, 

All women boaſt, all men admire. 

O had ſhe dropt her curt'ſy here 


But ſee the god of hell appear ! 


Before you go, my pretty maid, 
Accept this box, old Pluto ſaid ; 


e Its 
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Its treaſure if you've but the ſenſe | 


To keep it ſhut, will prove immenſe.” 
She bade adieu, but as ſhe ran 
Gaz'd on the box, and thus began ; 
Not open't! faith, an odd requeſt : 
Then where's the treaſure ? all ajeſt!” | 
She ſaid : and ſtraight th' audacious fair 
Unlock'd the box, and fill'd the air 
With human woes, and ev'ry vice let fly. 
Ah, fatal female curioſity ! | 

To this old ſtory add a new, 
If not as good, at leaſt as true. 


Now, cry the Vices, here we ares. 1 | 
But, fince we cannot live on air, 1 
De- 


* 


IT were fit that each ſhou'd try to find 

An habitation to her mind.” 

* Be't mine, Ambition cry d, alone | 
To fit ſumblime on grandeur's Throne.” 
Self-intereſt own'd, her choice to range 


The various maze of ſtocks and change. 
| As | 


— 
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Debauchery declar'd an itch 
To ſpend her days among the rich, 
In hopes the couſtant charms to prove 
Of various wines, and varied love. 
Hypocriſy, with pious face, 
Within the temple choſe a place. 
But now a proper friend to find; 
For Jealouſy, among mankind ?: 
Could Jealouſy deſpair of thriving- 
Long as two poets, or two girls were living ? 
But, after all things ſeem'd decided, 
Miſs Vanity ſtood unprovided. 
© No matter, friends,” ſhe ſaid, © no fear 
Tl find a dwelling ev'ry where“ 


Tuts Pandora ſeems to have had full as 
much curioſity as our common mother Eve, 
or any of her fiir daughters. Were the Vices 
again collected into a box and committed to 
the care of a lady, I am apt to believe we 
ſhould, 
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YOUNG PRINCE. 22 
mould, at their firſt iſſuing, be much more 
ſhocked at their number and deformity, than 
we ſeem: to be now that a long familiarity 
hath made them, in a manner, tolerable. 

You ſee, my dear S1R, that theſe beauties 
of the creation are not without blemiſh, and 
it is but reaſonable; for why ſhould we poor 


men be burthened with the weight of every 


imperfection? But notwithſtanding this um- 
verſal deliize «of vil; let us by no means de- 
ſpair. I am convinced we have all the fame 
right and poſſibility of happineſs. as before, 
and am entirely of Voltaire's opinion, when 
he ſays, | 


On dit, qu'avant la hoete apport&e a Pandore, 
Nous etions tous 6gaux : nous le ſommes encore 3 
Avoir les memes droits à la ſelicité, 


C'eſt pour nous la parfaite et ſeule ẽgalitẽ, 


Zeſura 


* 
— .: 1 


| 
if 
? 


— 
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Before Pandora brought us vice and pain, 
Mankind were equal: ſo we yet remain; 


One common right to bliſs will ever be 
Cur ſole and moſt complete equality. 


Your RoYAL HicHNess: is not ignorant 
that curioſity is frequently the. root of inere- 
dible evil: and for chat teaſon you have been 
careful to ſtifle it in time. I remember, when 
we were together at Ulrichſdahl, you once al- 
lowed me to put it to the proof, by intruſting 
you, twenty-four hours, with the key of 2 
| cabinet of curioſities; but |you-return'd me the 
key without having uſed it. What a pleaſing 


proſpect do your riſing virtues afford to, 
Dear SR, 
| Your, &c. 
Hellekis, Auguft 8, 
1752. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XL 
T\HIS letter brings Your Royar Hicn- 
NESS another of your favourite fables. 
I am the more willing to tranſlate them into 
our own language, as it may be a means to 
give my countrymen, yet unborn, a true idea 


of your taſte, even in the very dawn of life. 


FT. AB LE 
The ELEPHANT, RHINOCER0O9, and Jupiter's 
| as. HS: 
N former days, as poets chant, 
Rhinoceros and Elephant 
Fell out; and, if I'm told no lie, 
They quarrell'd for precedency. 
Their ſide- way looks, and ſullen mein, 
Had murmur d long their jealous ſpleen, 
But now they could no more diſſemble: 
High words made all the foreſt tremble. 
| | They 
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They threaten d, rag'd, and flew from far, 
Whilſt Fame proclaim'd th impending war. 
The bloody day was fix d: and now 
Sir Elephant was marching ſlow, 
Revolving in his martial brain 
Triumphant heroes, heroes ſlain, 
And every ſtratagem of fight, 
When Jove's own Monkey came in fight. 
This Monkey, as the ſage aver, 
Was often chobs ambaſſador, 
When Merc'ry by the thunder god, 
Was ſent, perchance, ſome other road. 


© Traxxs to the gods l' the heroe cry dz 


Witch me they ſhall be ſatisfy d. 

* T know to tell me, thou art font; 

That heav'n, impatient; waits th' event 
Of that great day, when I ſhall wield 
My trunk, amid the martial field 
« ], who, in ſtrength and right of birth, 
Am nobleſt animal on earth. 


© Ye, 
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« Yes, thou'rt deſcended from the ſky | 
© To ſee me lay mine enemy, 

And bear the welcome news on high.” 


© I crave thy pardon, noble beaſt: 
« Not ſuch my errand in the leaſt,” 


Reply'd the Monkey. I am ſent 
« To ſee if yon poor ants have ſpent 


Their winter ſtore : that's my intention. 


Of thee, in heav'n, I heard no mention.“ 


Tuvs we fee that even the heathen world 
did not believe- the great and mighty on earth. 
to be of equal conſideration in heaven. How 
much more Neale have we to remember this 
truth, whoſe religion teaches, that all ſub- 
lunary grandeur is as nothing in the ſight of 
the Supreme Being; that he is a God of peace, 
who is greatly offended at the ſight of cruel. 
diſcord and innocent blood: wes I ſay, who 
are taught, that the higher he hath been pleaſed 
to exalt us, the greatex and more extenſive are 


our. 
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our duties; and that as we perform or negle& 
| thoſe duties, we become pleaſing or deſpicable 

in the ſight of that God, whoſe boundleſs pro- 

vidence extends even to the leaſt inſect; to 


whom an honeſt and religious beggar is an de 
angel, and an unjuſt and impious monarch a tis 
devil. | te | 
Your Royar Hicnwess's entry into the Zarc 
world gives me reaſon to believe you will take de 
a happy, and I hope a late, leave of it. I, in dans 
the courſe of nature, muſt go hence much enn 
ſooner. God grant that we may meet again _ 
in a better life - * 
| 7 I am, &c. Ji 

T Hellekis, Auguſt 25, avis 
175%, quatr 
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LETTER XIIV. 
\N voit aſſez communement, que les 
hommes ſe mettent à leur aiſe à Pegard 
de la vertu, et qu'ils s'imaginent que les pe- 
tits ẽcarts ne tirent point à conſequence. Cet- 
te licence m'a toujours parue delicate et ha- 
zardee, et je ſupplie Votre ALT ESSE ROYALE 
de vouloir bien me dire, ſi elle croit que 
dans la vie on eſt abſolument reduit a opter 
entre la vertu et le vice, ou bien, s'il y a un 
moyen Etat dans lequel on peut encore ſe con- 
cilier l eſtime du public ? 
Je me tiendrai heureux fi j'ai rencontre 
Pavis de Votre ALrzssE ROYALE dans ces 
quatre vers. be: 


L'homme marche, fans ceſſe, au bord dn preci- 
pice, | 

Entre vice et vertu n'eſt-aucun entrepot ; 

C'eſt un roc efcarpe ; pour le dire en un mot, 

Ol finit la vertu, 1a commence le vice. 


Cette 
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Cette reflexion vous eſt, MoNSEIGNEUR, d'au- 
tant plus importante, que le ton, que don- 
nent les princes, eſt ordinairement ſuivi par le 
grand nombre de leurs ſujets ; et, que pour 
les contenir dans un parfait deyoir, il faut ęètre 
foi meme ſans reproche. 

LA fable ſvivante tend a conſtater cette ve- 
ri 


Note, Tux remaining part of the letter is wrote 
In Swediſh, | 


TRANSLATION of the preceding LETTER. 
E fee, but too commonly, that man- 


kind endeavour to make themſelves 
eafy with regard to ſtrict virtue, by imagining 
that a ſmall flip, now and then, can do no great 
harm : but this way of reaſoning always ap- 
peared to me attended with ſome danger. I 
ſhould be extremely. glad if Your RoYal 
9 HI HN ESS 


This 


to V 


princ 
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HicHNEss would condeſcend to tell me, whe- 
ther you think that, in our courſe of life, we 
are obliged to make an abſolute choice be- 
tween virtue and vice, or that there is an in- 
termediate road, in which one may, at leaſt, 
be aſſured of public eſteem, | 

I S80ULD be quite happy if your opinion 
ſhould happen to be contained in theſe four 
lines, 


Man's road thro? life (if aught could make man - 
wiſe !) 

Along the giddy breach of ruin lies. 

No middle parh the ſceptic ſoul befriends : 

The verge of vice begins where virtue ends. 


This reſlection is of ſo much more importance 
to Your Ro AL HiGHNess, as the example of 
princes is generally followed by moſt of their 
lubjects; who are with difficulty kept within 

bounds, 


20 
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| bounds, if their ſovereign himſelf be not 
without reproach. This truth will be confirm- 
ed by the following fable. 


F A B L E. 
Vixaix crab, about the age 
When girls are ſeldom ſad or ſage, 


Ran out a gadding o'er the ſtrand, 


Io ſet her mazes in the ſand : 


And tho' it happen'd quite by chance, 
One wou'd have ſwore ſhe'd made a dance. 


Where now ?* the ſober mother cry d, 


© What, not a moment by my fide ? 
The giddy flut! ſee, I declare, 

* She crawls an a—e | Why, how you ſtare! 
Come, learn to go like other fiſh. 

* What backward till ? Straight forward :— 

piſh ! 

Look here, look here,” Fa dam proceeded, 
(But wiſer age is never heeded.) 

Now, take example from your mother, 
She crawl'd, but crawl'd juſt like the other: 

For 
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For nature, ſpite of all her Kill, 


Still conquer'd : and will conquer till. 


Tuis fable ſhews us, how neceſſary it is 
that we ourſelves ſhould be able to perform 
thoſe duties we expect from other men. A 
miniſter of the goſpel, though he ſhould ſpeak 
like an angel, will make but little impreſſion on 
the hearts of his Hock, if his life be known to con- 
tradict his tongue. A youth, that would upbraid 
his brother with puerility, muſt not run froth 
moral inſtruction to his play-things. It would 
be ridiculous in a dancing- maſter to bid me 
turn out my feet, whilſt he himſelf walked like 
4 gooſe. The father of a family, who expects 
decency from his ſervants, muſt himſelf be or- 
derly and regular. A king—nvsR! (methinks 
| heat) A KING CAN DO NO WRONG. But 1 
am bold enough to anſwer, HE CAN. As he is 
the higheſt, and conſequently moſt viſible, ob- 
ject 


2 


5 1 
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Je& of his people, he ought to be their beſt ex- 
ample. He may command his ſubjects; but he 
muſt obey the laws. A king would be happier 
than mortals are allowed to be, were he ſuf- 
fered to enjoy all the privileges of majeſty, 
without its natural inconveniencies, of which, 
the more than common circumſpeCtion that 


ought always to precede the minuteſt of his 
actions, is not the leaſt. Grandeur and re- 


ſtraint are the portion of crowned heads: 
leſs magnificence and more freedom is our 
inheritance, But what need of extending this 
ſubject? Do not your Royal ParexrTs afford 
you the beſt example in the world ? Can you 
form your chriſtian, kingly, or ſocial virtues 
upon better models; or copy magnanimity, 
averſion to flattery, and equitable judgment 
from better originals, than thoſe to whom 
theſe virtues are peculiar: affection, and 


chearful obedience (the greateſt wealth and 


hap- 


th 
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happineſs of a ſovereign) are their natural, and 
true conſequence. | 

Dear Sir ! let every object that ſurrounds 
you either animate to virtue, or create in you 
a deteſtation of vice. Nature hath produced 
few things that may not be conſidered. in a 
moral light. I lately took a ſecond view of 
the ſtupendous work intended to render the 
Gothſtrome navigable 3 which, amongſt many 
others, will be a laſting monument of his 
Preſent Majeſty's reign. I could not help 
comparing this ſtream, in its preſent ſituation, 
to virtue, which after having ſtruggled through 
a thouſand ſalutary difficulties, flows peaceably 
on to the end of its courſe, It formerly bore a 
juſt reſemblance to the turbid irregularities of 
vice, overflowing all bounds, and throwing all 
things into confuſion. 

Heaven defend Your ROYAL. Hichxrss 


from every misfortune ! but, the great, for 


their 
I 
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their own ſecurity, muſt be reminded, that 
they are not exempt from them: yet, when, 
or in whatſoever ſhape, they come, you may 
be affured, that virtue and per ſeverance a:e 
ſufficient to vanquiſh all difficulties ; that, on 
the | contrary, vice and impatience are the 
only means to render our misfortunes inſup- 
portable, and increaſe them beyond the hope 
of recovery. 

I am, &c. 
+ Leckoe, Auguſt 22, | 

1758. 


LETTER XLV. 

UE ne puis. je faire participer Votre Al- 
TESSE RO AL E à la joye qui m'a faiſie 

en recevant la derniere lettre qu'elle m'a fait 
la grace de my'ecrire! Conſervez, MoxsE16- 
NEUR, ce naturel charmant qui me penetre 
et qui vous rend preſent a mes yeux c'eſt le 
pere 


% 
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pere des graces et l'eſprit n'eſt que ſon frere 
batard. 

Rien n'eſt plus juſte que la ſatisfaction que 
Votre ALTESSE RoYALE a recentie du re- 


tour du roi. Comme premier ſujet, il lui 
e 


D- 


*convenoit de porter la parole. Nous autres 
campagnards, que la ſolitude ſepare de Peclat 


des cours, nous ſommes reduits à chommer 


tes f_tes avec moins de brait, quoiqu” avec 
le mẽme 2zẽle et la meme cordialite, 

Je vois d'ici les dieux, les deefles, les ber- 
gers, les bergeres, les nymphes, et leur flẽau 
les ſatires. H n'y a qu'a s'imaginer les agrẽ- 


mens, la légereté, les graces, la parure, le 
Al- | 


aike 
\ fait 


odilt, et la perfection, pour ètre preſent aux 
cadeaux que ſa Majeſte la Reine ſcait ordon- 
ner, et que ceux qu'elle honnore de ſes or- 
E1G- 9 1 | 8 

| res ſavent ExEcuter ; mais au travers des ris et 
netre 


eſt le 
pere 


des plaifirs, je diſtingue, ſur tout, le prince de 
la jeuneſſe, pour qui je donnerois volontiers 
Vor II. B ma 
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Wa vie et mon bien, fachẽ de n'etre pas plus 
jeune et plus riche pour faire valoir d'avantage 
mon offrande. N'importe : les petits preſens 
entretiennent Vamitic : c'eſt, Moxs EIN EUR, 
It nom que joſe donner à vos bontes, 

8 Votre ALTEsSE RovyALE deſire ſavoir 
mes occupations, elles ont d'abord pour refrain 
les voeux que je fais pour elle. Le reſte du 
tems, je m'amuſe a courir la province, et 
dans les entre-actes Je me rencoigne dans mes 
bois; où je ſuis rarement ſeul; car, quelque 
enthouſiaſmẽ que je ſois des agrẽmens de la 
campagne, j'aime à jouir de la ſocieté, et 
apreèes avoir bien favours les douceurs de la 
retraite, je ſuis charmẽ de trouver à qui con- 
ter ma ſatisfaction. 


_ Aimable ſolitude ! od mes ſens rajeunis 
Javiſſens cus repas que je ns bai dec 


— 


Que 


> 
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Que vos jours ſont ſerains l charmantes ſont vor 
nutts ; 

Mais il me faut avoir à qui pouvoir le dire. 


C'eſt un privilege attache ala condition de nous 
autres particuliers, de pouvoir nous ſouſtraire 
au bruit de monde, et nous repoſer dans les 
foyers, apres avoir paru ſur le theatre; et 
c'eſt peut ètre lunique avantage que les princes 


nous envient. 


Les aſtres dans les cieux, tout brillans de lu- 
miere, 0 


Furent fait pour errer, au ſortir du cahos ; 


De meme ſont les rois, ces aſtres de la terre, 


Avec beaucoup d'eclat, ils n'ont point de repos, 


Au reſte, MoNSEIGNEUR, je vous imite: la 


promenade et les diſſipations ne me font pas 
vublier l'ẽtude. Je lis beaucoup, et ſur tout, 
B 2 ; a ” les 


28 LETTERS To 4 
Es foirs 3 la bougie. Cela affoiblit entiere- 
ment ma vue. Si jen ſuis prive, j'aurai la 
conſolation d'avoir acquis des lumieres en per- 
dant les yeux, et ce pauvre aveugle aura 
toujours une langue et un cœur pour ſou- 
haiter que Votre Al TESSE Roy ALTE devienne 
un jour l' Oint du Seigneur, Pexemple des 
rois, l'amour des ſujets, et les deélices du 
monde. 

C' Es avec le reſpect le plus profond, et 
Joſe dire, le plus tendre, que j'ai Vhonneur 
d'etre, &c. 

Hellekis, le 29 d' Aout, 1752. 


TRANSLATION of the preceding LETTER. 
F OULD it were in my power to com- 
municate to Your ROYAL Hich- 
NESS ; part of the | joy I felt at the receipt of 
your laſt letter Continue, deareſt PRINCE, 


8 PLEASING KATURAL SIMPLICITY ; it 
charms 
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charms me beyond expreſſion: it is the father 


of the Graces, and wir is but its baſtard 
brother. | 


NoTHING can be more amiable than the 


ſatisfaction you expreſſed at the KiNG's re- 


turn; and the part of ſpeaker was entirely con- 
ſiſtent with your rank, as FIRST SUBJECT. We 
country folks, who are feparated, by ſolitudo, 
from court-fplendour, do not, however, leave 
theſe feſtivals uncelebrated : though it may 
not be with equal magnificence, we can boaſt 
of equal zeal and ſincerity. 

MEeTrinKks I fee, even at this dimes, 
the gods and goddeſſes, the ſhepherds and 
ſhepherdeſſes, the nymphs and their torment- 
ing ſatyrs. To be as it were preſent at the en- 
tertainments which her Majeſty knows ſo well 
how to order, and thoſe ſhe honours with her 
commands, to execute, we need but paint to 
ourſelves the gay aſſembly of pleaſures, and 

—_ FX | graces, 
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races, with all their numerous train of at- 
tendants. But amidſt the ſplendid crowd, 1 
diſtinguiſh, above the reſt, the charming 
Pnixcx of youth, for whoſe ſervice I would 
willingly offer up my life and all I am worth; 
+—ſorry that I happen to be ſo old, and no 
richer, that my offering might be of more va- 
lie. No matter: even ſmall preſents keep 
alive the flame of friendſhip ; for that is the 
name I preſume to give Your RoyaL Hich- 
-NEss's goodnefs, | 

| Ir you ſhould aſk how I ſpend my time? 
My vows to heaven for the well-being of my 
dear PRINCE mix with all my actions. When 
I am at leiſure, I make excurſions round the 
country. Between the acts, I retire into the 
midſt of my woods, but ſeldom alone; for, 
rural enthuſiaſt as I am, I love ſociety : and 
when 1 have enjoyed the fweets of retirement, 
am charmed to find a friend to whom I can 
communicate my ſatisfaction. De- 


the 
the 
for, 


- and 


ment, 
I can 
De- 
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Delightful ſolitude ! wrapt in thy arms, 
Each ſenſe revives :—— what tongue can ſpeak 
thy charms? | | 
Thy days and nights, how calm !—but what's 
all this, 
Without a friend, that I may tell my bliſs? 


Tu power of retiring from the noiſy 
world ; after having appeared upon the ſtage, 
to hide ourſelves behind the ſcenes ; are the 
ſpecial privileges of us private men, and per- 
haps the only advantage for which we are en- 
vied by the great. | 


Yon planets, ſnatchd from chaos and old 
night: | 
Were doom'd to wander, when calr d forth to 
light. 
Thus ſhines the monarch of an earthly throne, 
In painful ſplendor, to repoſe unknown. 
Bi4 i Uros 
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Upon the whole, I follow Your Royar, 
Hicnvness's example, in not negleQing my 
ſtudies for the ſake of amuſements. I read a 
good deal, eſpecially by candle-light. I know 
it weakens my ſight conſiderably ; but when- 
ever I happen to be entirely deprived of it, I 
ſhall, at leaſt, feel the ſatisfaction of having ac- 
quired ſome light in loſing my eyes; and the 
poor blind man will always retain a heart and 
tongue to wiſh, that Your RoyraL HiohxNEss 
may, one day, become the Lord's anointed, 
an example to kings, the love of your ſubjects, 
and the delight of the world ! 

Wirz the moſt profound and, I dare t to 
fax, the moſt tender reſpect, 1 haye the ho- 
nour to be 

Yaur, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XLVIL » 
PND 7 


F old, threes maids of near relation, 
 Cald Virtue, Genius, Reputation, 
(And though related, friends fincere,) | 
Wou'd take a journey Lord knows where. 
Quoth Genius, * Though we ſtart together, 
vet who can tell what wind or weather ' 
May come; what fortune may betide ay 
Or things may happen to divide us. 
* True,” anſwer'd Reputation; thence, 
* Before we take our journey hence, 
« I ſhould be glad to know the ground 


Where both my ſiſters may be found. 


* 


© Well,” ſaith dame Genius, as for me, 


where ever you may chance to ſee 
* Or piles of graceful ſymetry,, | 

N B 5 | . Or 
® 'This Fable is taken from La Mo rr x. oo ates 
may find a good tranſlation, or rather an imitation 1 it, in 


Mr. Dos zv's Collection of Poems. 
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* Or living canvas, breathing marble, 
* Or where the Muſes ſweetly warble, 
+ Conclude me chere. Then Virtue ſaid, 
If once you loſe me, I'm afraid 
I Yoy'll find it hard to ſearch me out; 
. But ſeek me not at drum or rout : 
* You'll rather find me penſive laid 
In ſome ſequeſter'd, flent ade. 
Vet if perchance, à place there be 
Where feeling wealth feeds poverty; 
C Where gen 'rous friendſhip acts unbrid's, 
And boldly owns the man proſerib d; 
* Where Hymen treads the neck of luſt; 
Where miniſters and kings are juſt, 
* Aſk for me there. We comprehend,” 
| said Reputation: luck attend 
|  * You both; but as for me, good night, 
« If Cer you truſt me out of fight! — 
FO... guard me well be your endeavour ; 
once I'm. loſt, Fm loſt for ever,” 


Tun 


YOUNG PRINCE. 35 
Tus Fable is not my own; but 1 ſhouts 
have thought it an hohour to have been the 
authgr of it. Your Ror Al Hrotiness hath 
often read it in French, and for vatiety's ſake, 
may perhaps not be diſpleaſed to ſee it in Sur 
own language. It is aimed at people of alt 
ranks. Thoſe in inferior life have, in gene- 
ral, little fatisfaction, or dependence, but ih 
their good name: and the great, if once 
they ſport away their reputation, are diſho- 
noured to the lateſt poſterity ; univerſal con- 
tempt infallibly ſucceeds, and Roy * 
ments the loſs. | 

You, my dear Six, from your early youth, 
have known the true valye of a good name; 
which convinces me you will neglect nothing 
that may preſerve and eſtabliſh the character 
of a great and good prince. 

A KING often loſes his reputation without 
being aware of it. His courtiers continue 
0 


| 
1 
' \ 
} 
= 1 


— re 
% 


to bow as deep as ever. Few men have 
courage enough. ta tell him. ſo diſagreeable 
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a truth: but poſterity, with leſs. fear or de- 
licacy, will not fail to ſpread wide the faith- 
ful annals. which. the adulation of his own 
time was afraid to open. I hope You 
ROYAL HioNESss's. character will be ſuch, 
that our living hiſtorians may deliver it to ſu- 
ture ages. without the fear of its being al- 
tered, by them, in the. leaſt tittle. May 
you never be numbered amang thoſe princes 


whoſe life hath no other merit. in hiſtory than 
that of being a foil to the names that have 


one before, and thoſe that ſucceed them l. 


6 | I am, &c. 
. . (Hellekis, Auguſt 29, 
1752- 


IT. 


* 
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LET FER AXLVIT. 
CERTAIN courtier, and his ſervant, had, 
one day, the ſatisfaction to ſave the | 
life of a poor peaſant, who, in. croſſing the 
ice, had the misfortune to break in. The 
gentleman thought a flight reprimand might 


not be improper ; and, accordingly, expreſſed 
bis ſurprize, that ſo ald a man ſhould nat 
bave more prudence than to venture himſelf 
where the danger was ſo apparent. Pray, 
6 dir, anſwered the peaſant, do not you cour- 
tiers walk, the whole year round, on a much 
© more dangerous ice than this? If I happen 
to break-in, I have, at leaſt, a chance to 
« get out again; and then I creep back to my 
little hut, and ſoon. forget my diſaſter: but 
© if you. once break through the thin ice af 
© fortune, you are ſure. to ſtruggle in the hole 
* to the end of your life, Your friends, in- 

* 6 ſtead 


makes alt his ſubjects timorous, One take 
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© ſtead of reaching a hand to aſſiſt you, make 


| ©. jt wider, and every paſſanger laughs at your 
© misfortune.” I, being a ſpectator to what 


happened, expected the gentleman would have 


given him a ſmart reply, and that a quarre] 


would have enſued : but the courtier bluſhed, 
was ſilent, and went his way. | 

I was not entirely of the clown's opinion ; 
though I own he did not judge amiſs, where 
kings are driven about with every wind ; but 
1 am convinced there are princes whoſe fa- 
your has a rock for its foundation ; nor are 
all ſubjects ſo weak as not to bear unmerited 
diſgrace with magnanimity. A good con- 
ſcience, and a mind at reft, frequently make 
the man diſgraced, happier than his ſucceſſor. 

May your feeling heart be able to bleed 
for the man from whom you are obliged to 
withdraw your proteCtion ! an unſteady prince 


* example 
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example at another's fall, till, at laſt, no- 
body will approach the fun whoſe ſcorching 
beams conſume all before it. You will do 
well to chuſe deliberately, and not without 
proof ; but, your choice once made, let no- 
thing ſhake your conſtancy : otherwiſe, you 
will be ſure to acquire only ſelf. intereſted 
and ambitious ſervants, who, like gameſters, 
commit their fortune to the hazard of 3 die. 
With unalterable veneration 1 have the ho- 
pur ta be. 4 

Your, &c. 
Gathala, Sept. 5. 
L752, 


40 


LETTERS ro a 
LETTER XLVIL 


FABLE. 


| 1 T happen d on a certain day, 


(On what account, we cannot ſay) 
A flock of birds of various feather, 
In Jovial mood, were met together.. 


One whiſtl'd, and another ſung ; 


TT > 


A third, with pliant mimic tongue, 


- Whilſt ſome their aukward capers cut, 


Too ory the reſt, and play'd the Foorx. 
In ſhort, the riot was as great 

As if a hundred Bucks were met. 

The Dove alone in filence ſat, 

Nor join'd the dance, nor join'dthe chat: 
Which when the merry Pie obſerv'd ? 

She cry'd aloud, « Why fo reſerv'd ? 

The ſpleen, I warrant ;—you're in love?” 


© Why ſo? neply'd the gentle dove. 


Does 


Does mirth conſiſt in noiſe and riot? 
« Have I the ſpleen becauſe I'm quiet ? 


Go, chatt'ring friend, you muſt excuſe me, 


And let your monkey tricks amuſe me. 


« To-morrow's ſun (I know your mirth) 
Will ſee your ſpirits ſunk to earth; 
« Whilſt I, to-morrow, till ſhall be 


© Bleſt in my own ſerenity.” 


HEAVEN forbid that I ſhould diſſuade Your 
Royal Hicnntss from being chearful ! On 
the contrary, it is what I ever approved. I 
myſelf have been, perhaps, rather too much 
fo, till age and care have mingled my wine with 
water, and converted my joy into content= 
ment. A chearful prince is an encourage- 
ment to his people, and a chearful people are 
ſeldom vicious. Innocent amuſements may be 
allowed the ſubject, without the leaſt fear of 
bad conſequences. A chearful diſpoſition is. 
tbe beſt gift that children can receive from 

theſe 
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their parents. My deſign was only to ſhew 
the difference between riot and ſatisfaction. 
The moſt diſcontented man in the world 
may have certain intervals of mirth, but bis 
joy is of ſhort duration ; whilſt real content- 
ment is ever fixed, and remains with its poſ- 
ſeſſor. | 

THe felicity of a virtuous man lies within 
his own breaſt. We are not to think him 
leſs ſatisfied, becauſe he is leſs noiſy, than hi 
neighbour ; whoſe loud laughter is, frequent- 
V rather the effect of a ridiculous habit, than 


Dans le rire Evitez ces ſurprenans eclats: 
Du ſage, on voit le rire, et on ne Tentend pas 


bi Horſe-laughter, ſay you? good: I'll not ſit 


near him ; 
We ſee a wiſe man laugh, but ſeldom hear 
; him. W Heaven 


o Note, Lar not the Englih reader miſtake this las 
* far i tranſlation of the French. 


C] 
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HzAven bleſs Your Royar HICRHNESs 
- with a conſtant chearful heart! It can never 
be unacceptable to that good Being, who 
hath ſhowered down his bleflings with fo 
liberal a hand, and given you fo much reaſon 
to be happy; may that happineſs have its 
ſource in your own breaſt ! and it will in- 


fallibly diverge its rays to all around you. 


Voulez vo, à coup ſur, Etre content d'autrui? 
Tachez, avec raiſon, de Petre de vous meme. 


Tf thou wou uſt be content with others, firſt 
With thy own deeds be juſtly fatisfied. 


Fon my part, en greateſt ſeliity on e. earth 
t fit 6 to have lived as I will die, 


Your, &c. 
Clæſtorp, Sept. 12, 
1752. 

LE T- 
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| LETTER ALIX. 
| OST men are born with a taſte or 
paſſion for ſome peculiar object: but 
it appears more obviouſly in princes, as they 
are beſt able to indulge it. Some are fond of 
paintings, ſome of medals, ſome of books, 
and others of natural curioſities. Were | 
equal to the deſign, I would certainly make a 
collection of HONEST MEN; but it is above 
the power of a private man, and , only fit 
for the cabinet of a king. Beſide, it would 
require the {kill of a perfect connoiſſeur; for 
it is a kind of ware frequently counterſeited 
with great art. | 
| Wuar an infinite ſatisfaction, and pleaſing 
variety, would it afford, to be poſſeſſed of 
men of all camplexions, figures, and occu- 
pations, even to the very loweſt rank of mor- 
tals! If, as in other collections, they were to 
| - I; - be 
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be bought according to their real value, I be- 
lieve we ſhould find many a great man, like 
ſome gold and fire medals, worth but a 
ſmall ſum, and many a poor vaſlal, like ſome 
braſs ones, of great price : for virtue is not 
very delicate in the choice of her habitation 
ſhe Is often ſatisfied with a thatched roof over 
her head. 

Wär thinks Your ROYAL HIGEHNESs 


of ſuch an aſſembly? Would it not be a ſin- 


gular happineſs to ſee one's ſelf ſurrounded 


0 with ſincerity, honeſty, and honour? But I 
5 im of opinion that the prince, who would 
ed 


make ſuch a collection, muſt be himſelf the 


chief piece in the cabinet; otherwiſe there 


would be great reafon to doubt of his abili- 


ty in chuſing. I ſhould have no fear but 
that the deſire of being admitted would make 
al the world grow honeſt, our volumes of 
h become waſte paper, and our judges idle 


mens. 
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men: perhaps alſo ſome fort $6442 would th 
loſe its utility. | th 
Tux various ders of mankind are, alas 
but too evidently the ſources of almoſt an juc 
univerſal deluge of evil; but I am, by no He 
means, of that ſet who believe it a neceſſary ple 
cement of ſociety, Be this as it will, Your ter 
Rovar Hichxzss may ſafely begin your in 1 
collection without the leaſt fear of its grow- are 
ing too numerous, any more than the entire obli 
extinction of the ſuppoſed neceſſary ſparks of mer 
vice. our 
Wr have a common proverb which ſays, us te 
Tell me his companions, and I ſhall know peop 
4 the man. Proverbs do not concern the com- | Ours, 
mon people only. Kings and princes have tion 
often reafon to bluſh at the | morality they frequ 
contain; and ought, in prudence, not t0 of o1 
deſpiſe them, leſt men ſhould imagine they canne 
had not read the bible, in which, we find, lome 


the 
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the very wiſeſt of kings uſed this energetic me- 


thod of writings 
' ManKinD have undoubtedly a right to 


judge of our morals by thoſe of our companions. 
He that aſſociates with men of looſe princi- 
ples will, deſervedly, be thought little bet- 
ter than his company, be his own actions, 
in reality, ever ſo blameleſs. I confefs there 


are ſome cafes in which a private ſubject is 


obliged to bear with the vices of particular 
men: I mean our own relations, or thoſe of 
our friends. Common civility will alſo engage 
us to receive viſits from, and converſe with, 
people: whoſe diſpoſitions. are as oppoſite to 
ours, as fire is to water. In ſhort our ſitua- 
tion in life, and the laws of neighbourhood, 
frequently leave us not at liberty in the choice 


of our acquaintance : therefore this proverb 


cannot be applied to private men, without 


4 
— — — — 


ſome exceptions ; but a king has the power 
of 


| | 
| | 
| | 
= 
| 
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ok a free choice among all his ſubjects; and, 
for that reaſon, mankind will infallibly judge 
bf his ſenſe, and principles, by the honeſty 
and abilities of thoſe whom he honours with 
his confidence, and employs in affairs of im- 
portance. If the people have a bad opinion 
of his miniſters, their beſt endeavours will 
fall ſhort of the end propoſed. If juſtice be 
not impardially adminiftered, the people grow 


leentious, and the reproach will fall upon the 
king. If the generals of his army be not ex- 
©. peditious, prudent, and reſolute, his troops 
behave ill, and he will bear the blame. 

© You, my dear SIR, are the joy and hope 
of our kingdom: endeavour, therefore, be- 
times to corre& and improve your judgment, 


All wiſe men apply themſelves to ſome pe- 


Euliar ſtudy: that of a prince, is the KNOW- 
LEDGE of MARK]. | 


THovGy 


un 


at 
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THOUGH, we do not build with our own 
hands, yet when the houſe is finiſhed we are 
anſwerable for every fault that appears either 


in the deſign or execution. When Your 


ROYAL HiGHNEsS advances a little further 
into the ſpacious field of hiſtory, you will 
find innumerable inſtances, where poſterity 
have formed their judgment of princes, not 
ſo much from their own actions, as from thoſe 
of the inſtruments of their power, 

OxE of the beſt rules to direct you in your 
choice, is, to prefer- ſuch men as are moſt 
univerſally eſteemed : you will reap the praiſe, 
and your kingdom will be happy. But if, 
on the contrary, you ſuffer men of ill fame 
to aſſume the helm, the commander, though 
ever ſo ſkilful, will _ be ſeverely cenſured 
for committing the management of his ſhip 
to ignorant or treacherous ſeamen, and thoſe 
who have intruſted him with their merchan-+ 


Ver. Il, 'Q 


dize, 
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dize, will live in continual apprehenſion of the 
Conſequence. 

Mr deſign is not, by any means, to de- 


prive the leaſt ſubject of his ſovercign's favou;; 


but a king may be extremely mild and 
humane, without intruſting the welfare cf 
his people to diſhoneſt or unexperienced 
men. 

Mv deareſt Prince ! I lay my heart open 
to your ſevereſt examination. Age and buſi- 
neſs have indeed impaired my ſtrength and 
intellects; but this heart of mine, old as it is, 


burns ſtill with true zeal for my king and 


country; and which, in ſpite of time or for- 
tune, nothing but the grave ſhall extinguiſh. 
Ido not envy thoſe, who ſurpaſs me in youth 
and vivacity, the honour of their ſeats near 
the king, and in his council. Tt is enouph 


for me, that my grey head be counted among 


thoſe who have ſerved his majeſty, and thei 
coun- 


be 
o 
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country, faithfully 3 and that I be allowed the 
comfort of repoſing my weary limbs under 
the ſhadow of his wings who will, one day, 
be the chief ornament and happineſs of 


Sweden. 


I am, &c. 
Fckeroe, Sept. 20, 


1752. 
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Few days more, and my rural pleafures 


are at an end, On the one hand, I 
confeſs the time will not ſeem tedious, and 
on the other, that I am not forry to return to 
Stockholm: though this my iſland of repoſe 
affords me the bounties of the creation in much 
greater perfection chan I can expect to find 
them in the city ; where the feet of moving 
crowds tread away the verdant face of na- 


turez where the water is polluted, the air un- 


— wholeſome, 
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wholeſome, and the ſun's beams are generally 
excluded. 
Is it then the approach of winter that calls 
me to town? No: all ſeaſons are winter to 
ab old man. Is it for the ſake of dancing at 
a ball? I thank God that I am able to walk, 
Is it in ſearch of contentment ? How unfortu- 
nate ſhould I be, if I did not carry that along 
with me! Do I hunt after fine ſpeeches and 
low bows? Not I indeed: the firſt are light 
and airy food, and I may thank the latter for 
my preſent ſtiff- back. Is it then the bright 
eyes of our court ladies? This might be the 
| caſe, if my weak ones were able to bear much 
ſun. Do. 1 expect preferment ? I have never 
yet ſought any thing but a good name. In 
the favour of the royal family I am already 
happy; but that is ſo univerſally extended, that 
I might hope for it in the moſt obſcure re- 
tirement. Preferment I look for in the graue 
only. 
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cloaths? This might, with more probability, 
be ſuppoſed of a bride, than an old man; the 
chief ornament of whoſe apparel ſhould be its 
decency. Do I ſeek large companies ? No? 
theſe are frequently troubleſome. T value the 
converſation of a ſingle friend more than an 
acquaintance with half the world. Is it pro- 
tection? I am not conſcious of a crime, al 
have therefore no need of it. -I perhaps want 
money? He that is content hath always 
enough: I can ſet bounds to my deſires, and 
am therefore rich. Is it love? If this were 
uch the caſe, I ſhould deſerve to be heartily 
laughed at: no, I have burnt my fingers in 
my younger days, and know the gay, the flut- 
tering, the airy ſex too well. Virtue is my 
ſole miſtreſs: and every individual fair that 
worſhips her hath, in ſome meaſure, an af- 
cendent over me: but I am no more affected 
C 3 with 


only. Have I a mind to ſhew my a 
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with the beauty of a woman without virtue, 
than I. am tempted by the fair outſide of an 
apple which I know to be worm- eaten. Am 
I fond. of a. court-life ? I hondur the court, but 
I hate its ſnares. What then can be my in- 
ducement ? It is that kind of pleaſure which, 
after a cold night, men feel at the chearing 
return of the ſun. It is, in a word, the de- 
| fire of ſecing wy dear PRINCE, and the plea 


ſure of guiding his early ſteps in the path that 


leads to the nation's welfare, and ta the temple 
of honour. | 

My truſt is indeed very great; but I have 
reaſon to thank and praiſe Your Rav Al Hiok- 
NESS who is pleaſed to make my burden light 
Your own diſpoſition is my, beſt aſſiſtant: it 
not only enables me to do my duty, but aſſures 
ta me the continuance of your favour, which 


atherwiſe I might be in ſore danger of loſing, 


2 1 ſhall ever prefer truth ta all that can pol 
{bly 


eve; 
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ſibly be gained by flattery. Your happineſs, 
together with that of the nation, are bound 
upon my conſcience, 

LEwis the fourteenth intruſted the DAu- 
PHIN's education tothe duke of MonTAUsIER 
who, on being told by a well meaning friend, 
that his bold ſincerity might eafily diſguſt the 
prince, and ruin all his hopes of future for- 
tune, anſwered, « If the Dau Hl continue to 
think nobly, he will love me for my ſin- 
« cerity ; and if, on the contrary, he ſhould 
prove ungrateful, Gon forbid that I ſhould 
© ever ſeek the favour of a prince, capable of 
_ © hating me without cauſe.” 

I am bold enough to boaſt of the Yame 
ſentiment, with much inferior abilities, and 
leſs fortune; but I will purchaſe nothing on 
earth at the expence of my duty, which bids 


me preſerve the apple of our nation's eye, at all 


C4 | Ciel, 


der heart; and which aſſures me that you will 
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Ciel, conſerve ce Pz1NcE à qui j'offre ma vie 
Puiſque la Providence à mes ſoins le conſie, 
Sans relache, d'un roi, je lui dis le devoir : 


Aſſez d'autres, fans. moi, lui diront ſon pouvoir. 


Bleſs, heaven! the Paixce thou to my care 
didſt give! 
For whom I'd die, for whom I'm glad to live 
My tongue ſhall urge his duty ev'ry hour ;— 


He'll ne'er want tongues to tell him of his 


power. 


| I HAvE reaſon to think myſelf much hap- 
pier than the duke of MonTAusIER, who ſeems 
to have had ſome doubt of his ſucceſs: but, 
as for me, Iam confident Your Rov AL Hicn- 
NESS will continue the ſame glorious diſpo- 
ſition which I have fo earneſtly ſought, found, 
and endeavoured ta ſtrengthen, in your ten- 


be 


- 


— 


fe 
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be a chriſtian, without hypocriſy 3 A ſovereign, 
without pride ; a judge without partiality ; an 
heroe, without being blood-thirſty ; a con- 
queror, without tyranny ; in ſucceſs. gene- 
rous, in misfortune fm, in joy moderate; 
even in your amuſements manly; affable, ts 
all men; cautious but not irreſolute ; determi» 
nate without obſtinacy; generous without ex- 
travagance; to vice inflexible ; great without 
pomp; chearful but not licentious 3 your 


people's friend, your people's joy, your people's 


pride, your people's hope, your people's bleſ- 
ſing, your people's protection. | 
BETORE I bid a laſt farewell to the world 
and its vanities, I hoye, and believe, it wil 
be in my power, in conformity to the picture 
I have drawn, to ſay with.confidence, to.my 
) fellow ſubjects, There is the PRINCE that was 
n | committed to my care! there is the treaſure: 
that I have watched, which hath loſt nothing 


SS | of: 
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of. its value! there is the dear branch that hach 
not degenerated from its noble flock ! there 
is the Revar, VYouTH that will make 3 
worthy. king! Now: let. the earth receive its 
due ! My bones will Teſt in peace; and on 
wy grave ſhall be wrote, the unalterable ve- 
neration with which. Þ lived and died 


1752. 


SELF TRAIL 
8 I ſhall, in a few days, have the plea- 
' fure to ſee Your Roy AL Hi6HNEss, 
| it might perhaps be expected that I ſhould 
now cloſe our correſpondenee; but 1, who 
have your image impreſſed upon my heart, 
am apt to believe that J cannot give you too 
frequent proofs of my affectionate zeal, and 


COll- 
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conſtant remembrance. With what- ſatisfac- 
tion ſhall I meet death, if, till the day it 
comes, I do but continue bleſſed with the 


power of preparing you for a long and happy 
life! in the purſuit of which you muſt con- 
tinue the road of morality, and take reli- 
gion for your guide. 
In my yeſterday's journey from Æckeroe, 4 

I obſerved. a-very viſible parhelium, or ſecond 
fun 3 but ſhall reſerve the explanation. of this. 
and ſeveral other natural phænomena, with 
their various effects on the weather, to ano- 
ther time. My preſent endeavour ſhall be to 


6 make a moral uſe of this double ſun, and as. 
, it was an appearance in the heavens, I will 
Id hy the ſcene of the following fable there. 


FABLE. 
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FABLE. 


| Ting in Star approach'd the Sun, 
And to the monarch thus begun: % 
Great ſovereign of theſe argent fields 


To whoſe bright beams all Iuſtre yields, 
" © Pxcuſe me, if I ſeem ſurpriz d 
« To ſee preſumption unchaſtiz'd ; 
If I could ſhine as bright as thee, 
No other thing ſhould glow but me. 
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l *. Didft thou obſerve yon globe, that ſhona 

Thy rival; proud Parhelion ? J 
Why doſt thou ſuffer, there below, b 
The pool to glimmer, worm to glow ?. | 5 
| | - Were I as thou, 1'd ſhew my power, 1 


And all theſe apes of light devour.” 
* Tay narrow ſoul, and fooliſh pride, 
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© Deſerve contempt,” the ſun reply'd. 

Von ſecond ſun, however bright, 

« Receives from me his borrow'd light. 
| And tho' a thouſand beings ſhine, 
Tl uber glory but redoubles mine. 
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This, my dear SIR, is the language of con- 
ſcious worth; which, ſo far from regarding 
theſe ſecondary lights with envy, conſiders 
them as ſo many reflections of his own luſtre: | 
whilſt, on the contrary, thoſe who feel their 
own want of merit are ever careful to ſtifle 
the leaſt ſpark of it in others, eſt the diſagree- 
able contraſt ſhould ſet their own falſe. * 
in a true light. | 
A FEw years more, and Your ROYAL 
HiGHNESS will be able to prove mankind 
by this touchſtone. He that looks on the 
merit of other men with. a jealous eye, hath 
himſelf, moſt probably, no genuine worth to 
boaſt of: but he who is really in love with 
virtue, and rejoices to ſee her rewarded, will 


ſtand the teſt without hazard, and ſurely de- 
ſerves your protection. 


Ir is the duty and intereſt. of a king to 
Ullinguiſh, and reward the deſerving : for how 
can. 


Wi 
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can he expect to have great men in his ſer- 
vice, if his ridiculous envy ſhould refuſe them 
the honours due to their character? Kings 
are powerful; but all their power is not ſuſ- 
kcient: to endow whom they: pleaſe with real 
merit. They may, indeed, raiſe: a worthleſs 
favourite to the very pinacle of honour ; but 
tlie world will ſoon diſtinguiſh the tinſel glitter 
of high rank from the genuine luſtre of deſert. 
Tux was a time, even with the Ro- 
mans, when the more brave, the more vir- 
tuous, the more eloquent, the mere expe- 
rienced, and the more 2 man was beloved 
by the people, the greater was his reaſon to 
dread the ſword of a: tyrannic emperor : Sk- 
NECA. was. condemned to: die, and: SPORUS 
allowed to live.. But this was not always the 
cafe: AUGUSTUS honoured virtue even in hs 
enemies, and pardonedCinwa's treachery, in 
conſideration of his virtues. 


E 


riſin 
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Expr Avoux, my dear SIR, to acquire a 
juſtre of your own; but de not imagine 
that your high birth will ſeeure you againſt 
competition. When honour is contended for, 
the prize is not given to him who ſits the 
bigheſt, but to him that ſhines the brighteſt. 
Let virtue, wiſdom, courage, and affability 
determine all your actions, and you will in- 
fallibly become the bright northern ſtar by 
which other kings will direct their courſe. 
You may then ſuffer a thouſand luminous: 
vapours, or ſhining- worms, without the leaſt 
cauſe of jealouſy: they may awake our at- 
tention for a time, but can Have: no effect on 
your primary and permanent lights Fhe whole 
world, but eſpecially theſe northern nations, 
are impatient to obſerve the new: ſtar juſb 
riſing above the horiron. Vom will ſoon at 
tain an altitude fit for obſervation, which 
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will enable us to determine your true degree 
of magnitude and luſtre. 
IAM confident Vour Roy AL Hicnness 
will behave ſo as to confirm the hopes of 
every beholder, and ſatisfy the ardent wiſhes 
of 

mw Your, &c.. 

Nykiæping, October 1, 

1752. 


5 LETTER EL 
HAT I may diſcharge my duty at all 


times, and in all places, to the utmoſt 
of my power, I muſt beg Your Roy AI Hicn- 
NEsS's leave to revive our correſpondence. If 
it ſhould have no other effect, it will, at leaſt, 
convince you of my ardent and invariable de- 

- fire to be of ſervice to you. 
« Mzxt reading is, in itſelf, of. no uſe, un- 
leſs. we read with an eye to our own and other 

mens 


— 
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mens improvement. The deſign of moral 
learning, which was your firſt ſtudy, is, as it 
were, to new-mould our nature, to ſow the 
fecds of virtue in our hearts, and give us a 
bias towards great and good actions. 

THERE are two different roads that lead to 
the temple of Honour: one of which is ex- 
tremely rugged and dangerous. Thoſe that 
follow it are ſeldom ſcrupulous as to the means 
by which they help themſelves forward. If 
they happen to arrive ſafe, we are aſtoniſhed 
at their intrepidity, and allow them all the 
merit of their ſucceſs : but if they. fail in the 
attempt, our ſurprize ceaſes, their reputation 
falls with them, and they are branded with 
folly for having purſued an unbeaten path, 

THE other way is a very plain one ; and 


tho" it may not be entirely free from diffi- 


culty, yet, as we travel a common road, with- 


out concealing our deſign, all our compa- 


nions, 
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nions are concerned for the common ſafety, 
Honeſt men, in the ſame purfuit of honour, 
are mutual aſſiſtants. The fall of one is a 
bad. omen fo the other. If we chance to die 
upon the road, we are, however, ſure to be 
buried in the temple for which we were bound, 
and to have an hqnourable monument erected 
to our memory. t 
Ix is not enough, that we have reached the 
pinnacle of grandeur: the curious world will 
be ſure to aſk by what means we came thi- 
ther. Our own. ations are the only founda- 
tion that will ſupport the mighry fabrick, 
Without theſe we tremble, and grow giddy, 
when we look down from the top of the 
baſeleſs pile on which we ſtand. By actions 
I do not only mean exploits of war. Thoſe, 
when attempted * the call of neceſſity, 
give us but too often tertifying examples ol 
ambitious raſhneſs. in the builder, and leave 


us 
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us nothing but the proud ruins of broken mo- 
numents. Mild government, proportionate 
rewards, juſt puniſhments, a fix d confidence 
in the world's ſupreme Governor, and equa- 
nimity in good or ill fortune, are the adaman- 
tine columns which muſt ſupport a king's 
tame, if he wiſhes it to be immortal. 


Bur Your Royar HicaNness needs not 
believe me on my bare word. Thoſe vo- 
lumes of univerſal hiſtory that engroſs your 
preſent attention will tell you the ſame thing. 
May theſe darkening eyes never behold Swe- 
den's hope, the PRINCE of Sweden's youth, 
err from the plain and open road to honour ! 
If you. will but compare the fate of ſuch as 
have proceeded cautiouſly and honourably, 
with that of thoſe who have raſhly purſued 
the end without any regard to the means, you 
will find a hundred of the firſt for one of the 


latter, 
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latter, that attained the happineſs which they 
fought. 

Tre ſtudy of hiſtory will teach you the 
right application of the virtuous precepts you 
have already learnt. By the proſperous or 


unfortunate attempts of others, it points out 
to us that which we ought to imitate, and 


that which we muſt ſhun. It ſhews us in 
what manner private and public good are al- 
lied: that we muſt not only be virtuous, 
but that ſenſe and knowledge are required to 
put our good defigns in execution. Mere 
chronology, the ſtudy of names and pedigrecs, 
is an uſeleſs burden to the memory, from 
which many a pedant, after much wrangling, 
hath reaped no better fruit than rancour and 
uncertainty : ſo that this is not the proper 
uſe of hiſtory. - I believe it will more juſt- 
Iy be found to conſiſt in the following pazii- 
ee 


FIS r, 
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FiRsT, we are taught, by hiſtory, the va- 
rious forms of government that have exiſted 
ever ſince our account of time. Theſe Your 
RoyaL HicHNzss will find to have differ- 
el in compliance with the manners and cuſtoms 
of each people; but I ſhould be glad to 
know if you have found any one conſtitution 
defcctive, when thoſe who had the chief 
management were wiſe and good men? Were 
we mortals naturally pious, peaceable, and 
juſt, ſo as to deſerve each others confidence, 
there would be no need either of government - 
or laws; but mankind's general depravity hath 
made them, alas | too neceſſary for the mutual 
ſecurity of prince and people, againſt each 
other. Yet, I confeſs, that unwholeſome 
laws have often made bad times worſe. A 
good man will behave fo as to make laws ſeem 
uſcleſs: he will be virtuous for virtue's fake, 
and obey the ſtatutes of his country not thro? 


I feas 
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fear of puniſhment, but from inclination, A 
prince bleſt with the univerſal love of his ſub- 
jects, muſt regard thoſe laws which circum- 
ſcribe his power, as not made for him, but 
with an eye to ſome ſucceeding reign; as 
a neceſlary precaution againſt future uncer- 
tainty; as a ſhield held by prudence over the 
people's happineſs, which, it was thought, 
could not, without danger, be expoſed to the 
caprice of princes yet unborn. A king, who 
hath a reaſonable tenderneſs for his people, 
cannot but rejoice to ſee them ſecured againſt 
every poſſible evil. He will regard the laws 
in the ſame light wherein every private, honeſt 
man regards them. So long as he remains 
honeft, they were not made for him; but he 
will, nevertheleſs, think them neceſſary, be- 
cauſe all men are not equally good ; and, even 
von his own account, he will look upon them 
25 
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4 a bulwark in defence of human weakneſs, 
againſt the ſurprizes of temptation. 
We are not to fatisfy ourſelves with mere- 
ly learning from hiſtory that all ſtates are 
liable to revolutions. We muſt diligently pry 
into the cauſes of their decline or total ex- 
tinction. In the courſe of our enquiry, we 
ſhall often find that the moſt aſtoniſhing events 


have taken their riſe from very trifling cauſes, 


which teaches us carefully to avoid even the 
moſt ſeeming inſignificant flips in our con- 
duct, ſince a nation's ruin may prove the final 


conſequence, How many great men have un- 
dermin'd their own monument by a ſingle 
imprudent action 

War king can, without trembling, read 
the. hiſtory of thoſe monarchs who, having 
deen adored during their lives, were no ſooner 
dead, than their characters were ftript of the 
bright veil which fear and flattery had thrown 


over 
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over them, and expoſed in their naked defor- 
mity. Some princes, even for their liberality, 
have been ranked among weak men and ty- 
rants ; for to diſtribute favours indiſcriminately 
is a weakneſs, and to reward bad men is the 
greateſt tyranny. We err if we unagine the 
names of kings to be above the power of hu- 
man judgment. Hiſtory will infallibly þe- 
come their accuſer, and poſterity their juſt 
tribunal. They who deſpiſe her laws, may 
be compared to the hardened criminal that 
audaciouſly ſtares his judge in the face, and 
hears an ignominious ſentence without con- 
8 | 

W learn from hiſtory, that high birth 1s 
not alone ſufficient to make men great and 
uſeful in the world; that, on the contrary, 


if we are not careful to ſupport our natural | 


dignity,” by an honourable-means, it becomes 
an additional reproach. Hiſtory is alſo an en- 


couragement 


cer 
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couragement to men of low extraction, by 
ſhewing them that the temple of honour is 
open to all mankind : that they were not created 
more for their ſovereign's advantage, than he 
for theirs; and that the wealth of a me is 
the opulence of his ſubjects. 

WE are not only to learn from hiſtory, that 
certain battles were won; but, by what means. 
To know the name of a village near which 
the armies met, or the generals who com- 
manded the right or left wing, were a very 
uſeleſs ſcience, if we do not, at the ſame 
time, endeavour to ſee in what manner each 
commander turned his ſituation, or other -cir- 
cumſtances, to advantage. He that burdens 
his memory with mere names, and dates, 
reads to no purpoſe, He only can be ſaid to 
read with utility, who compares the examples 
of antiquity with his own times, and knows 
how to apply them on proper occaſions ; but 
Vor. Il, D not 
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not without prudently recollecting, that, in 
matters of policy, no two fituations were ever 
exactly alike, 

. HisToRY may be alſo conſidered, as a moni- 
tor reminding every ſubject of his natural duty 
to his ſqvereign, as to him who bears the 
chief weight of the nation: it ſhews us the ne- 


ceſſity of obedience to the laws, a religious ob- | 


ſervance of our oaths and promiſes, of a chear- 
ful contribution for the public ſafety, of being 
unanimous among ourſelves, and of making 
ihe inſeparable felicity of our king and country 
the principal object of our vows; for the 
annals of our fore-fathers ſhew us, that, 
whenever theſe duties began to languiſn, the 
conſtitution ſhook, and ſoon after fell w 
ruin. - 148 
I I cannot. conclude without begging of 
Your 'RoyYaAL :\HicHwness to honour me, 
during my few months abſence, at ſeaſ 


once 
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once a week, with an account of your pro- 
greſs in this Rudy. It will probably enable 
me to make my letters more agreeable ; for 
we are generally beſt pleaſed to be entertain- 
ed on thoſe ſubjects with which we are im- 
mediately converſant. I know you will not 
want inſtruction from thoſe that are with you; 
but that is no reaſon why, in my abſence, I 
ſhould be entirely inactive. It would be in- 
conſiſtent with my zeal for the king's ſervice, 
and my own inſatiable deſire to convince Your 
Roral HiGHNEss how abſolutely I am, 


Your, &c. 
Akeroe, May 31, 


1753 
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ANSWER to the preceding 


LETTER. 
My dear Trss, | 
"JT THANK you for both the letters which 
you have been ſo good as to write to me. ] 
They gave me much pleaſure ; and as my Tess : 


deſires me to tell him what progreſs I have 


made in hiſtory; ſo it is my deſign to ac- t] 
quaint him, that I have got ' as far as the c| 
firſt Punic war; So far, I have been moſt n. 
taken with CorIoLAanus, CAMuILLus, Ap- al 
PIUS CLavpivs, FABRICIUs, and PyR- m 
NEST ca 


CorRIoLANUS might have paſſed for a vir- 


tuous man, if his pride had not made him de: 
revenge himſelf upon his country, becauſe 
they did not reward his merit, though he had 
done no more than his duty. CAMILLUS, on 


the contrary, though his fellow-countrymen 
| has 


ule 


nad 


YOUNG PRINCE. 77 
had behaved unthankfully, as ſoon as Rome 
wanted his aſſiſtance, forgot all that had paſſed, 
and ſhewed his duty to his native country. 
Appius, to advance himſelf, acted againſt the 


laws, and ſo was the cauſe of his own ruin. 


Fasricivs ſhewed his virtue in refuſing to 
accept the riches which PrRRHus offered 
him, and he behaved ſo nobly to his enemies, 
that he would not conquer them by any trea- 
cherous means. PYRRHUs gained a great 
name by his experience in war; but his vaſt 
ambition put an end to his fortune: this 
makes me believe that too much ambition 
can bring nothing but misfortunes. 

Pray, my Tess, remember me to your 


dear lady, and I aſſure you that I ſhall always 


3 


Dear TEss, | | 
Your conſtant fiend, 
aus rauE. 
D 3 EET . 
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HET TE © ER 
HE houſe, which I have begun to build, 
riſes with lefs expedition than my ad- 
vanced ape feems to require; but thoſe that 
live long muſt neceſſarily plant, build, and 
repair for thofe that come after them. The 
wiſe diſpenſation of Providence is no leſs vi- 
ſible in this, than in all other things. Were 
we made acquainted with the hour of our 
death, I am afraid our poſterity would in- 
herit little more than tottering manſions, and 
acres over-growh with weeds ; but the hope, 
the oft-deceitful hope, of living to reap the 
Fruit of our labour, perſuades us to build houſes 
that we may probably ſcarce live to ſee roofed 
in, or from which we muſt certainly depart in 

a ſhort time. 

Trese reflections may be conſidered, ra- 


ther as natural to me, in my preſent ſituation, 
than 
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than the proper ſubject of a letter to a PxINce 
whoſe life is yet dawning, and whoſe days, if 
Sweden's univerſal prayer be heard, will be 
long in the land. 

SOLITUDE being the mother of contem- 
plation, I have had ſeveral, perhaps not quite 
uſeleſs, ideas, occafioned by the nature of my 
preſent employment. Amongſt others, I could 
not help thinking, what an infinite care and 
trouble muſt neceſſarily attend the manage- 
ment of a whole kingdom, when ſixty ſquare 
yards of ground afford me fo much employ- 
ment, Though my ſphere of action be but 
ſmall, it is abundantly ſufficient to cenvince 
me, that the maſter's preſence is indiſpen- 
livly neceffary, if the fabrick is intended to be 
well finiſhed and durable. Yet, I find that 
all his care will avail but little, without ſkil- 
ful and diligent workmen. I myſelf am not 
entirely ignorant in the ſcience of building: 
D 4 i but 
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but there are a hundred little arts; required 
in the execution, that practice hath made 
quite familiar to thoſe mechanicks, but with 


Which I am unacquainted. For this reaſon 
I conſult, and endeavour to employ, men of 
experience ; and rather than part with them 
for a trifle, I am glad to increaſe their wages, 
and reward their diligence, If any one hay 
the misfortune, whilſt in my ſervice, to be 
diſabled by accident, I make, it my duty to 
give him a ſubſiſtence to the end of his life. 
Your RovaL Hicyness muſt allow me 
to compare my own private conduct, as a 


builder, to that of a king. Every faculty of 


his ſoul ſhould be conſtantly at work. He 
muſt not only deſign his own plan, but ſee it 


carefully executed: for which purpoſe he will 


make choice of able and experienced work- 
men, hear their advice, uſe their knowledge, 
reward their honeſty, ſupport their ſpirits, and 


t 
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not leave them comfortleſs when, after hav- 
ing paſſed their noon of life in his fervice, 
they would enjoy the evening of their days in 
peace. | 

Taz Engliſh watchmakers do not finiſh 
every individual part of their work with their 
own hands: this would take up too much of 
that time which is better employed in com- 
poſing and regulating the whole. | 

A KING may be ſaid to have, under his eye, 
the time-piece of the nation. It is a machine 
ſo contrived as only to ſhew the number of 
hours in each day which he employs for the 
good of his people. At his death, the watch 
ſtops, and ſhews to poſterity, at one views 
the quantity of time it has run off during his 
whole life. | 

Ir may perhaps ſeem ſtrange and inexcuſey 
able to ſome people, that I ſhould apply ſuch- 
wow compariſons, to the great; but it will not 

| D 5 8 appear 
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appear ſo to Your ROYAL HicHNEss, who, in 
the fables, both ancient and modern, which you 
have read with fo much pleaſure and attention, 


have ſeen the economy of brutes propoſed to. 


people of the firſt diſtinction, by way of ex- 
ample. To you it will not ſeem wonderful, 
that I ſhionld compare the actions of rational 
creatures with each other. If I am allowed 
to ſay of a king, that he governs the nation 
like a good pilot, is as tired as a labourer, or 
cold as a beggars I may certainly, without 
Jear of offerice, compave him to all honeſt men; 
eſpecially thoſe of a reputable vocation. = 
Taz French have an odd. phaſe in their 
language, namely, fans comparaiſon, which, 
_ uſed in parentheſis, allows them to make 
what compariſons they pleaſe : but as I cannot 
well conceive what they mean by making 
compariſons without compariſon, I think it 
burdly worth while to introduce this Gallicim 
into 
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into our tongue. Be it as it will, I am ſure 
my well-known intention will excuſe me to 
Your RoyaL HiGHNEss, whoſe felicity will 
be the laſt requeſt to heaven of, | 


Deareſt Prince, 
Your, &c. 


Eckeroe, June 6, 
1753+ 


LE TER SF. 
Our RovyaL Hicnness hath had a 


governor many years, but perhaps 


without ever once having had leiſure to 


4 enquire into the meaning of his title, or 
N extent of his duty. We derive our word go- 
8 vernor from the French gouverneur, which 


originally ſignified a pilot, or he that ſtands 
at the helm of a ſhip, and whoſe huſineis 


1 
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it is to bring thoſe, who have intruſted him 
with their lives, ſafe to land. 

Ox part of a governor's duty is to preſerve 
the health of his pupil, that his ſtrength of 
body may increaſe with his years, and his 
life be extended to its greateſt poſſible length. 
It is in compliance with this duty that I am 
no and then obliged to thwart your inclina- 
uons; which, though it ſhould offend. you at 
preſent, I flatter myſelf you will live to pardon, 
But to preſerve your health, and prolong your 
life is not, alone, ſufficient. A. governor muſt 
be equally affiduous to-render life happy : but 
real happineſs can, by no poſſibility, grow from 
any root, except that of religion, which muſt, 
therefore, be carefully planted in the heart. 

THz firſt thing we ſhould learn, when we 
quit the cradle „is, to whom we are indebted 
ſor our being; that we are no leſs than the 
work of the Almighty. We then, moſt na⸗ 


turall Fo 


1 a 
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turally, aſk in what manner we are to expreſs 
our gratitude, to worſhip, and obey him. I 


cannot forbear | acknowledging that Yous 
ROYAL HiGaNntss hath. moſt chearfully ful- 
filed theſe principal duties; and I verily be- 
lieve that Sweden may thank your tender 
voice for many of the bleſſings ſhe now en- 
joys. 25. 

AFTER we have imbibed a true knowledge 
and fear of our Creator, the natural depravi- 
ty of our hearts requires the immediate afliſt- 
z-ce of morality, which ought to tread upon 
the heels of faith : but to gain our early affec- 
tions, it is neceſſary ſhe ſhould. make hey 
hrſt appearance in her. very gayeſt apparel. 
Tales, fables, ſimiles, and the like, are com- 
monly the ornaments. in. which ſhe attracts 
our firſt attention; and as the firſt impreſ- 
lions are generally the ſtrongeſt, this agree- 
able dreſs may, not without reaſon, be ſup- 
| 8 poſed, 


* 
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poſed, to make us, ever after, prejudiced in 
her favour. It is with morality as with a 
chearful ſenſible friend: we like him firſt for 
his agreeable qualities, and afterwards, for 
his ſolid - virtues. Morality, in like manner, 
keeps pace with our age : whilſt we are young 
and gay, he is all alacrity ; but gradually 
aſſumes a face of gravity as we grow old and 

HrsToRY is our next ſtudy. A wiſe man 
will uſe all his endeavours to be well acquaint- 
ed with the houſe he is to inhabit. He will 
enquire into the nature and ſituation of the 
building, the character and ceconomy of his 
predeceſſors. A comedian, who is ambitious 
to ſhine in his profeſſion, muſt be well ac- 
quainted with the hiſtory of the ftage : he 
muſt inform himſelf in what manner other 
actors have played, and by what means they 
gained applauſe. What is man, but a player? 
X | and 
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and the "ey" but a theatre? on which no 
one will appear who hath not had a prede- 
ceſſor in the ſame character, whoſe example 
may be of ſervice to him. 

REet1Gron, morality, and hiſtory, are the 
firſt and moſt important branches of education : 
but as the minds of youth require frequent 
relaxation, and are eapable of receiving great 
variety of impreſſions, it is thought neceſſary 
to interrupt our ſerious ſtudies with more tri- 
vial learning and bodily exereiſe, part of which 
is intended to give us a certain politeneſs of be- 
haviour required in the ſociety with our fellow 
creatures, and part, to diveſt us of our na» 
_ tural ſtiffneſs, and teach us the graceful uſe of 
our limbs. 

Tuvs far the general duties of a governor ;; 
who, in leaving his pupil thus inſtructed, cer- 
tainly deferves praiſe and gratitude. But this is 
far from being the extent of his duty who is 

intruſted. 
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intruſted with the education of a royal prince, 
Where another's duty ceaſes, his may pro- 
perly be ſaid to begin. When he hath taught 
the high-born youth to be a man, he muſt 
then inſtruct him how to govern mankind, 
Tux common duties of ſociety are infinite. 
ly leſs extenſive than thoſe of a ſovereign 
prince; whoſe governor is not only, in ſome 
meaſure, anſwerable for the peculiar virtues of 
| his royal charge, but for the future felicity of 
nations, and ſometimes of the whole world, 
A A king hath often the fate of more than one 
— in his power. Peace or war, happineſs 
or miſery to whole regions are frequently 
the reſult of his councils. But the more, and 
greater the virtues are that ſhould adorn a 
- throne, the more ſubtle and ſtubborn are the 
vices which ſurround it. A man of common 
rank i is ſure to meet with many things in lie to 


humble him, "” will find more men ready ta 
reproach 
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reproach him with his faults, than to excuſe and 
encourage them. But a young prince who, 
from his cradle, lives in a conſtant circle of 
flattery, falls much more eaſily into the vice of 
pride; a vice that infallibly caſts a cloud over 
all his virtues. 

OTHER children are charged with thefr 
own vices ; but, if thoſe of a prince be in 
queſtion, the whole weight falls upon his go- 
vernor: and he who was thought the happieſt 
of mortals, is often condemned to ſpend the ſad 
remainder of his days in. ſorrow, to fee that all 
his care, his trouble, his late and early watch 
ings have been employed to no effect. | 
Hoon is not to him that plants and wa- 
ters, but to him that giveth the increaſe. 
This good Being hath been pleaſed to ſend 
fo ample a bleſſing on the honeſt endeavours 
of thoſe who have been appointed to watch 


over 
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over your early. days, that we are without fear 
of reproach, You, my dear SIR, are now in 
the ſpring of your life. For heaven's ſake, 


de careful of your ſpotleſs and tender heart! 


that the appreaching ſummer of manhood 


may ripen the precious fruit which the pre- 


ſent promiling bloſſom gives us reaſon to ex- 
pect. 

W have four different judgments to lock 
for: firſt, that of their Majeſties, whoſe own 


bright example will render us more ſeverely 


anſwerable. Secondly, that af the nation; 
from-which I expect more honour than I have 
deſerved: for he that is bleſs'd with a rich 
ſoil, needs employ but little pains and tillage. 
The third, and moſt competent judge will be 
Your Ror AE SELF. You, next to heaven, 
are beſtacquainted with my heart. You, alone? 
can bear me witneſs, how often, and bow 


ear neſtly, 


ſo 
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earneſtly, I have dared to admoniſh you in 
our private hours. You beſt know whether I 
have ever ſown the leaſt ſeed of evil in your 
heart, If I have done this, may the poi- 
ſonous juice of the fruit it bears deſtroy my 
own ſoul! You are leaſt ignorant in what 
degree my own life hath been blameleſs ; and 
whether, by my example, you have ever been 
tempted to do ill. I, therefore, chearfully 
ſubmit myſelf to your ſevereſt examination, 
and will receive your judgment as a glorious 
reward for my paſt ſervices. - The fourth and 
laſt tribunal is that of the Omnipotent : where 
ſuffering innocence may expect to hear the 
unjuſt decrees of men repealed. I dare not 
call upon his juſtice; for I am but a man. I 
appeal to his infinite mercy, which I beſeech 
him to ſend down upon my Royas Purit, 
that he may become the token of an everlaſt- 


ing 
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ing covenant between his people and their T 
God! 


I am, &c, 


Leckoe, June 13, 
1753s 


ANSWER to the preceding 


LETTER, 

wa. m 
MQ dear TEss, m 
HE laſt letter which you wrote to me, Iy 
5 was very agreeable to me; and I ſin- m 
cerely thank my dear TEss for it. The duty re; 
of a governor to his pupil, which you wrote th 
about, reminds me of the duty of a pupil to | mn 
| his governor ; which is, to * him, to ac- tw 

knowledge his goodneſs, and to obey him. 
I aflure you, wy dear Tess, I will neglect fon 


none 
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none of theſe duties, becauſe I love you, and 
ſhall always be, 

Dear TzEss, 
Your faithful friend, 


Gs TAE. 


LETTER LY. 


W as honoured with Your RoyAL HIGH. 


NEsS's charming letter of the 11th of this 
month, on my journey to Trollhætta, where 
my oſſice obliged me to attend; and am great- 
ly rejoiced to find fyour progreſs in the Ro- 
man Hiſtory already ſo conſiderable as to have 
reached the firſt Punic War : during the more 
than twenty years continuance of which; envy 
was the real cauſe of ſo much blood-ſhed be- 
tween the two contending cities, 

I am obliged to Your RoyaL HicHwess 
for mentioning the particular men who in the 


4 hiſtory 
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hiſtory of the -two hundred preceding years th 
have engaged your chief attention, Corio- th 
LANUS lived about five hundred years before V 
the birth of CHRIST. This great general, at Ri 
| the inſtigation of | Decivs, then tribune of m. 
| the people, darkened all the glory of his for- to 

| mer life, by joining the Volſci, who were the 
| {worn enemies of his country. The tears and we 
| ſupplications of his wife and mother made him un 
| | at laſt repent of the deed : but his repentance dil 
| | coſt him his life. His aſhes met with uncom- ane 
[ mon honours in the city : all the Roman ma- 
| trons put on mourning ; and, on the very ker 
8 | ſpot of ground where he was murdered by the AP 
Volſci, a temple was conſecrated to his me- off 
mory. He ſhewed his policy as a general, Juti 
when he ravaged the Campania of Rome, in blin 
ſparing the patrician lands, in order to make to 
the common people ſuſpect their ſuperiors. wit 


The Romans ſwallowed the bait, and did 
1 them- 
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themſelves more harm by their internal diſcord, | 
than they could ever have ſuffered from the 
Volſcian army. How long might not the 
Romans have reaped the benefit of this great 
man's virtues, if they had been wiſe enough 
to ſtop the mouth of envy in time ! 

CamLLus, conqueror of the Veientes, 
went into voluntary baniſhment to avoid the 
unjuſt perſecution of his enemies; but the 
diſtreſſes of his country moved him to return, 
and he ſerved the city to a great age. 

Ix the Claudian family, if I am not miſta- 
ken, there were two that bore the name of 
Appius: one of which, refuſing to reſign his 
office of Decemvir, was the cauſe of a revo- 
lution: the other, I remember, after he was 
blind, was, at his requeſt, led into the ſenate 
to oppoſe the motion of an untimely peace 
with PyTRRHUs. 


Tur 
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Tae conſul FABRICIUs, a man of mo- 
derate fortune, had virtue enough to refuſe 
the gifts, and deſpiſe the threatenings of Pyx- 
Rus, Which was indeed no more than his 
duty; for no reaſon was ever ſufficient to 
tempt an honeſt man to betray his country, 
His whole life was a ſeries of great and fortu- 
nate actions; but their luſtre is conſiderably 
ſullied by too great an alloy of pride. Upon 
the whole, we find, in his character, many 
virtues worthy our imitation, and ſome vices 
to be avoided. 

Pyrxxkhus, the younger, king of Epirus, 
lived about three hundred years before the 
birth of our Saviour. He was a bitter enemy 
to the Romans; but was at laſt totally over- 
thrown by CurTius DExrArus, and after 


having eſcaped many dangers, was killed by 


a tile, thrown from the top of a houſe, in 


the city of Argos. His fate may be a whol- | 


ſome 


'- 


er 


ſome warning to all kings, not to put too 


much confidence in the ſmiles of fortune; 3 


nor to be ſo far intoxicated with ſucceſs as to 


loſe the uſe of their reaſon. Though, I con- 


feſs, he ſeems in ſome meaſure excuſable, 


when we conſider how little his enemies 


ſeemed inclined to peace. He left poſterity ſe- 


veral uſeful maxims in the art of war: among 


the reſt, Never to preſs your enemy ſo cloſe 
« as to drive him to deſpair; but rather open a 


« paſſage for his retreat.” His own conduct 
ſhews us, that PyVRRHVs in his cloſet, and 
PYRRHUS in the field, were two very differ- 
ent men. 

I HAvE drawn the out- lines of theſe pics 
tures, leſt Your Royar HICHNESS ſhould 
conclude your laſt letter to have mentioned 
hye names, that were entirely new to me; 
but as I am without books, or any ocher 
aliftance to a worn · out memory, and having 
Vol. II. E been 
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been obliged, in the courſe of thirty years 
of buſineſs, to think more of things preſent 


than times paſt, I find myſelf compelled to 


crave. your indulgence, and hope you will not 
think it too much trouble, with the help of 
books, and men of learning, to ſupply what 

may omit, | 
As to the main ſubject of your letter, I 
chink you quite in the right. Immoderate 
pride, and ungovernable ambition, are into- 
lerable vices, which grow more abject in 
proportion as the man they govern riſes in the 
world. In a private man they are rather ri- 
diculous than of any ill conſequence, being 
under the neceſſary laſh of power. The times 
Your RovaL HiGHNness ſpeaks of are palt; 
it is not ſo common in our days to ſee men 
found their ambitious hopes on their own 
ſtrength. This vice is moſt dangerous in thoſe 
who are moſt powerful, Were it poſſible to 
: behold, 


- 
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behold, at one view, all the kingdoms of the- 


earth, that have, at different times, been laid 


waſte by the ambition of kings, the whole 
globe would ſeem a wilderneſs, and all its 
waters, ſtreams of blood. No men deſerve 
greater puniſhment, than thoſe who are Ca- 
pable of ſacrificing their country to pride or 
revenge. How widely different is the conduct 
of that conſcientious man, who, no longer 
able to ſerve the public, flies from the reaſon- 
ble reward of his former labour, and retires 
from the world. The farther you advance, 
both in ancient and modern hiſtory, the more 


proofs you will find of human weakneſs, and 


human wickedneſs, 


WHaT honeſt heart can, without indig- 


nation, read of bad men accuſing others of 


their own crimes? or with patience ſee the 


annals of all kingdoms filled with party broils 
and perſecutions ; deſpicable, yet dangerous, 
E 2 
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paraſites blackening the characters of good 


men to weak princes ; . hiſtorians themſelves 


ſacrificing truth to their private intereſt. But 
to count our father's, or — own vices, would 
be engleſs. We ſhould, perhaps, ſpend our 
time better, in endeavouring to find out ſome 
means to caſt the world in a new mould, I 
believe the beſt method would be, to pals 
over the actions of bad men, without giv- 
ing them much attention; but to dwell 


* 
with delight on ſuch as deſerve to be copied. 


For inſtance, when we read of great men, 


who generouſly rewarded good ſervices, pro- 
moted peace and unanimity, gave no ear to 
ſlander, paſſed no ſentence without due ex- 
amination, who gave an equal and conſtant 
protection to virtue, who diſtinguiſhed every 
day of their life by ſome new act of benevo- 
lence, who behaved with humanity to all men, 
whoſe mildneſs augmented in proportion 35 

| 3 1 their 
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their power increaſed, and all ſuch like actions, 


which, if we have the leaſt ſparks of emu- 
lation within us, cannot fail to kindle them 
in our hearts. For example, a CorR10LANUs, 
who deſpiſed all reward but that which virtue 
brings along with it; all he aſked, after hav- 
ing gained a conſiderable victory, was the free- 
dom of one of his friends, who had fought 
againſt him and had been taken priſoner : an 


AucusTVs, who, by lenity and friendly re- 


monſtrances, recovered the hearts of his 
fworn enemies: a Tirus, who - accounted 
every day loſt which he had not marked with 
ſome good action: a LEWIS the XIch, 
who, though he died very young, lived long 
enough to convince the world, that ſtrict ho- 
neſty is not incompatible with true policy: a 
Lewis the XIIch, who, with ſo much mag- 
nanimity, rejected the advice of thoſe who 
would have perſuaded him to ſeek revenge: 2 


E 3 CHARLES 
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CnARLESs the XIIth, who, during his whole 
life, midſt all his vexations, was never heard 
to wound the heart of a ſingle ſubject with a 
harſh expreſſion, 

I AGREE with Your Royar Hichntss, 
that the very beſt ſervices we are able to render 
our king or country, are no more than our du- 
ty, and conſequently, that we have no right to 
inſiſt on the leaſt reward; but, with your 
leave, I muſt humbly take the liberty to offer 
a few-thoughts on this ſubject. 

ALL ſtipends, or falaries, allowed by the 
government, ſhould be ſufficient to ſupport 
the dignity of the office to -which they are 
annexed ; and the very loweſt ought, at leaſt, 


to afford a tolerable maintenance. From an 


aſſurance that, in a large kingdom, there will 
always be a ſufficient number of men, whom 
neceflity will oblige to accept a trifle, rather 
than have nothing, it hath generally been 
| thought 


enti 


mor 
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thought right to proportion a man's revenue to 
the merit required in the execution of his office; 
and by this rule, thoſe of the loweſt claſs are 
forced to be ſatisfied with a very ſmall pittance: 
but there may ariſe a certain degree of me- 
rit, even in the manner of diſcharging our 
very ſimpleſt duties, which I believe ſhould 
be rewarded, if a king would encourage his 
people to exert their faculties for the advance - 
ment of his glory, and the well-being of his 
kingdom. h 

A MARSHAL of France, hath, if I am right, 
in time of peace, no more than twelve thou- 
ſand livres; but, by the ſpecial bounty of the 
king, marſhal SAXE, as a reward of his ex- 
traordinary merit, received the annual ſum of 
a hundred thouſand dollars. In ſhort, J be- 
lieve the truth will be, that mere ſervants are 


entitled to mere wages; but men of uncom- 


mon merit to extraordinary rewards, Pen- 


E 4 ſions, 
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ſions, governments, honorary diſtinctions, and | 


the like, were never intended for court fa- I 
vorites; but to reward honeſt men for long n 
and faithful ſervices. ; 
A KING, in governing his people wiſely al 
and equitably, does no more than his duty; 1 
nevertheleſs, he would have great reaſon - by 
be diſſatisfied, were the world to refuſe him tu 
praiſe, and his people, gratitude ; both which. * 
are no more than the juſt reward of his vit= the 
tues. Jt would be very hard, and very impru- god 
dent, to refuſe encouragement to able and la- tle 
borious men, becauſe they have done no more and 
than their duty. No, I am ſure Your RoraL well 
Hichxkss will rather act in conformity with as th 
that old Chineſe law which made it an indi- mor) 
Jpenſable duty to reward deſert. _ | will | 


I cannot conclude without expreſſing my 


joy to find you, in ſo ſhort a time, become 4 


ſo much a man. At Your Ro YAL HIoRH- 
NESS's 


| | — 
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NESS's age one is apt to tire in the courſe of a 
long letter, which is commonly finiſhed/ with 
more negligence than begun; but, on the con- 
trary, you improve upon the reader as he goes 
dong. Let me ſhew it to whom I would, 
I ain ſure they might conclude it to be wrote 
by a perſon already arrived at years of ma- 
turity. But what delights me moſt, is the 
perfect connection which appears quite thro? | 
the whole letter. If Your RoyAL H1GHNEss 
goes on in this manner, there will, in a lit- 
tle time, be no difference between the pupil 
and his preceptors. Such. ſound thoughts, ſo 
well expreſs'd, and fo correctly wrote, ſhall, 
as they deſerve, be carefully preſerved, in me- 
mory of their young author, whoſe dear image 
will be ever freſn in the mind of _ | 

Your, &c, \\- fry 
- Leckoe, June 23, 1753, | j 
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ANSWER to the preceding 
SETTER 


THANK you, my dear TEss, for your agree- 

able letter, which brought me both plea- 
ſure and profit. I am entirely of my Tess's 
opinion, and think it ill becomes a king to 
believe falſe reports, or to be ſuſpicious. Thoſe 
that think ill of others are not very good men 
themſelves. For inſtance, C Alx; whoſe bad 
conſcience made him fear, that other people 
would do by him, as be had done by his bro- 
ther. . 

Tae many great examples which you are 
pleaſed to ſpeak of, are ſo many encourage- 
ments for mie to do ke them; and I re- 
member to have read of them in ſome of the 
books which the Queen was ſo good as to giie 
me for a Chriſtmas preſent, You are quite in 

+", 0 | the 
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the right in ſaying that merit ought to be re- 
warded ; for it is no more than juſt, that thoſe 
who have defarved reward ſhould enjoy it: be- 
fide, we muſt take pleaſure in doing good. 

14 very glad that my dear Tss was - 
pleaſed with my laſt letter : as to the dictating 
part, it was all of it my own ; but the writing 
went ſo flow, - that at laſt I deſired count Du- 
BEN to mark the letters with a lead pencil, 
and I afterwards. wrote them fair over with 
ink, This is the reaſon why the latter end 
was better than the beginning. You may al- 
ways be aſſured, my dear TESS, of the con- 
ſtant friendſhip with which I am, 


Your, &c. - 


GusrA VEs 


LE Ts» 


* 
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LETTER LVI. | 
F I calculate right, this letter * reach 


Your RoyaL Hicnness the ſixth of this 
month. Bleſſed be that day ! for it is marked 


with the dear name of GusTavus. I well 


remember the unſpeakable joy that filled the 
hearts of all Sweden, when, in the year 1746, | 
Providence, at length appeaſed, re-eſtabliſhed 


our throne, Whilſt I am thus muſing, me- 
thinks I ſee. 


The ſable night, with ſullen mein, retire ; 
And, o'er yon eaſtern hill, the chearful morn 

Come ſmiling on. The ſun with potent bean. 

Diſpels . miſts, and brings new lifc 4 

To fields and whiſtling hind, Such was the: 

day, 
When, aſter threeſcore tedious years of hape, 
Of 


"Wk. | | * 
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Of threeſcore years in vain, relenting heay'n 


At length look d gracious down, and gave us 
thee. 


Gop grant that you may prove a real and 
a laſting bleſſing to your country : You * 
now your own heart in your hand, and it de- 
pends entirely upon yourſelf to mould it into 
what ſhape you think proper. You have 


great reaſon to thank your Creator for havin g 
made it naturally ſuſceptible of good impreſ- 
fions. Now is the time when they muſt be 
ſtruck. Ti firſt, and moſt im portant ones 
ſhould be, Al in your religion, firmneſs in diſap- | 
pointment, and benevolence to all good men. 


A noble heart ſhould feel ; at good mens woes 
Should melt like wax: but if a daring foe 
© Inſult thy country, let him find it chang'd 
To hardeſt iron, May great Gus Tay'vs* 
deeds | 5 
5 | | Direct | 
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Direct thy ſteps: he was in days of peace 
| | A ſooothing friend, a Ureadful foe in war. 


A KING ought to have an uncommon ſhare 
of humanity in his diſpoſition, becauſe all 
courts produce à certain number of invidious 


men, who are conſtantly endeavouring to W 
build their fortune on the ruin of other people, Cc 
and are by no means pleaſed to ſee. their ſove- th 
reign's bounty extend itſelf beyond a certain of 
number of court - favourites. Such men are 
| profelled enemies to virtue, and F ſure to per- 
ſecute all her n. 
Tale Boey bahim From chy court; for be 
Who hates deſert, himſelf did never know 
To merit love: but deign propitious ſmile 
On virtue, innocence, and make them happy. A 
Think God ! I have no reaſon to fear the * 


contrary. Your own grateful heart aſſures me, 


you 
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you will never ceaſe to love a people, who, 
from your cradle, have ſhewn the tendereſt 
affection for Your Ro YAL Hicnness ; and. 
who, to a man, are ready to ſpill the laſt drop 
of their blood in their king's ſervice.. 

Bur there is another kind 6f affection, of 
which your heart may, per haps, one day, be- 
come but too ſuſceptible. This muſt be left to 
the decifion of time ;. for I know ns method. 


of guarding againſt it, 


If, in thy riper years,. the flame of love, 

That ſpares nor peaſant, nor the proudeſt kings; 
Should rage within thee ; in the fatal hour 
Think on thy fame] nor let thy reaſon fall 

A vidim to thy ſenſibility. 


A king's tenderneſs for his people mult never 
make him forget, that it is no leſs his duty 
to be juſt, than merciful, If he interrupts 

the 


* 
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the courſe. of his own laws, he will infallibly 


undermine the chief pillar of his throne, 


As to true courage, I have no need to be 


anxious about it ; for it is inſeparably mingled 
with your. blood. 


The martial ſteel, that yet our native hills 
. Conceal, ſhall riſe and make thee ample way 
, To everlaſting fame. When, in the cauſe 
| Of heav' n, thy arm ſhall wield the glitt ring 
| blade, | 
Thy country's foe ſhall tremble, ſhrink, and 
die. 


My deareſt Prince ! let your actions be 
ſuch as may afford matter of employment to 
all our liberal artiſts. Be your life ſpotleſs, 
and your fame will be eternal. Accuſtom 
yourſelf to converſe frequently with your own 
heart, and you will * a gracious and 
good 


% 
» 
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good king. Let your example and protection 
lift up the head of virtue, and be your power 
a alle yoke on the neck of vice. May 
your favour and conhdence be the reward of 
virtue, and you will lay down the burden of 
each day with delight, and ſafely repoſe in 
the ſoft lap of peace. Led heaven bound 
your proſpect ; and having been, on earth, 
your nation's pride, the world's admiration, 
the terror of your enemies, and the father of 
your . people, -an eternal crown of glory will 
be your final reward. 


T leave thee, Pr1Nce, within the ſacred dome 
Of virtue; there abide. May all the bliſs, | 
That frail humanity can bear, be thine [ - 

Bright as thy riſing prove thy ſetting life ! | 


And when, with human honours ſatisfy'd, 
Thy difincumber'd ſoul ſhall take her flight, 


O may ſhe to her bleſs'd original 
- Aſcend 
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Aſcerid? and to thy royal offspring leave h. 
A bright example, and a realm in peace, an 

in 

I am, &c. as 

Letkoe, June 30, the 
1753. | firſ 

0 end 
LETTER LVIL unc 
EsTERDAY, being the fixth of this little 

. month, we ruſtic gentry, in ſhady bow- of t 
ers, and green tents, had the pleaſure to drink Tho 
Your RoYAL Hichxxss's health in. brimming, have 
ſparkling, glaſſes. We did not (as the phraſe Is 
runs) TAKE THE LIBERTY ſo to do; but we there 
looked upon it as a privilege we had a right to which 
claim in conſequence of our attachment to mily, 
your perſon. We were not extravagant! quite 
merry, becauſe we have been uſed to regard be une 
every day, ſince your birth, as a day of joy; every | 
and partly, on account of our years, which death; 


have 
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have quenched ſome of the wild fire of youth, 
and given us a chearful uniformity of temper 
in its room. We were, however, all as gay 
as men of our age ought to be. We fat in 


the midſt of our friends and domeſtics : the 


firſt we entertained as well as we could, and 
endeavoured to encourage the latter by our 
uncommon affability; but, after all, we had 
little reaſon to aſſume to ourſelves the merit 
of their joy : the day was alone ſufficient. 
Thoſe who enjoy the natural heat of the ſun, 
have no need of artificial fire, 

Ix France, I have heard it obſerved, that 
there is no time more agreeable than that 
which a man ſpends in the midſt of his fa- 


0 

1 mily, dans le ſein de ſa famille.“ I am 
1 quite of the ſame opinion; but I would not 
rd be underſtood, in the word FAMILY, to include 
iT every ſelfiſh relation, who may expect my 


death with impatience, or trouble me once or 


ave twice 


* 
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twice a year with a ceremonious viſit. No, 


my ſincereſt friends are my neareſt relations: 


but when, in the number, I have the plea- 
ſure to count any of thoſe whoſe blood flow- 
ed from the ſame fountain with my own, they 
have undoubtedly a right to claim a juſt and 
natural preference. Among ſuch companions, 
I can live without danger, unſuſpicious, and 
unſuſpected. If I happen to ſay a few words 
that are not quite fooliſh, they are immediate- 
ly exalted to the clouds, like the ſhining bub- 
bles blown up into the air by children; and 
when I chance to ſpeak peeviſhly, or with- 


out thought, my words are no ſooner utter- 


ed than forgotten. No day of pleaſure 1s 


ever ſucceeded by a day of repentance, Every 
hour brings us equal ſerenity and peace. Not 
a butterfly paſſes that does not raiſe in us 
a grateful. admiration of our Creator; but 
the diſaſter muſt be very extraordinary that i 


Ca* 
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capable of diſturbing our peace, or provokes 


our patience, We conſider ourſelves as crea- 


tures ſent into the world for the conſolation 


and ſupport of each other. In caſe of bad 


news, there is not aman amongſt us that would 


not gladly facrifice his own quiet to be excuſed 
the pain of communicating it to the reſt ; but 
when we are agreeably ſurpriſed with the con- 
trary, each ſtrives to be the firſt joyful meſ- 
ſenger to the community. We know no 
douds but thoſe which promote or threaten 
our harveſt, We ſleep away the darkneſs of 
the night, and heighten the pleaſures of the 
day by rational contemplation and acts of 
chriſtian charity, endeavouring to eaſe our 
neighbours of their heavy burthen ; that we, 
when tired, may lay down our own with joy, 
and finiſh our journey thro? this life in expec- 

tation of a better. 


WHAT 
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Wrar is Your Rox AL Hionxzss's opi- 
nion of this picture? Is it poſſible to imagine 
any thing more agreeable ? What, then, muſt 
© be your happineſs, who live in the midſt of a 
whole nation of ſincere friends | With how 
much pains and hazard are not we obliged to 
ſeek friendſhip and alliance, whilſt yours are 
attached to your very cradle. Your dear name 
was wrote in all our hearts from the moment 
of your birth, You live in the boſom of ten 
thouſand friends and relations. Your beſt 
inheritance is the name of FATHER oF YOUR 
COUNTRY; and your paternal duties are thoſe 
which yon will fulfil with the moſt pleaſure, 
If, in your high ſphere, you act in obedience 
to the, will of him who fixed you there, you 
will enjoy all the ſatisfaction of a private life, 
even in the *midſt of buſineſs: your days will 
be one continued ſcene of bliſs, and your 

grave 


YOUNG PRINCE. 119 
grave be dewed with the filial tears of your 
people, | 

But Your RoyaL HicHNness muſt by no 
means imagine that your birth gives you an 
indubitable right to the love of the nation : it 
muſt be acquired. Indeed the acquiſition will 


not coſt you much pains. Your royal blood, 
our duty, our natural ſwediſh loyalty, ground 
the edifice; and your piety, your juſtice, your 
affability will complete the pile. 

Let me perſuade. Your RoyAL HicHNEss 
to place all your ſecurity in your peoples affec- 
tion; you may then brave the moſt deſtruc- 
tive efforts of time: you will live ſecure of your 
ſubjects confidence, and your name will ne- 
ver die. I ſay confidence z for unfortunate is 


the prince who appears to his people, only in an 
awful light, 


Fox 


Yo  VETTERS +0 
©" For my part, I am ſo well aſſured of your 
noble intentions, that I may ſay with Ovid, 


Di tibi dent annos ! a te nam cætera ſumes. 


| | J am, &c, 
1753. 


LETTER LVIII. 
Have been frequently afraid that theſe 
moral epiſtles of mine might ſeem a little 
too ſerious for Your RoyAL Hichxzss; but 
having lately received the copies of ſome few 
letters, wrote by Monſ. FonTENAIs to his 
pupil the duke of CHarTREs, afterwards 


duke of OxlrAxs and regent of France, 


during the minority of the preſent King; 
and having read theſe letters, I am fully con- 


Finced, that morality is the moſt proper, and 
moſt 


5 3 
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moſt important ſubje& of thoſe to a young 
prince. | 
' I Know very well that Your RoyaL 
HioRNESS underſtands French; but I have 
a great eſteem for our mother-tongue, and 


have a mind to try if it is not poſſible for us 
to tranſlate from a language that hath been ſo 
carefully poliſhed, without loſing aught of the 
original emphaſis. If you ſhould be deſirous 
to compare the tranſlation with the French, I 
will ſend the latter as ſoon as commanded, 
which I have now omitted for fear of troubling 
you with too large a packet. 

How ſmall a value I ſet on my own let- 
ters, appears in my adding this- of FoxTe- 
nals, which is ſo much ſuperior to any of 


mine. How far the the duke of OLE ans fol- 


lowed the wholſome advice it contains, I leave 
to hiſtory.” He was indeed a great man; but 
not without his- faults; This proves to us, 

Vox. I. 3 that 
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that the beſt advice will ſometimes fall fruit- 
leſs to the ground. | 
WZE governors. were no more intended 
to reap the fruit of our labour, than the 
moſt diligent peaſant to be conſtantly bleſt 
with a profitable harveſt; for Providence does 
not always think fit to ſecond our endeavours, 
We are but too often mortified with ſeeing 
our youth turn out very indifferently, in man- 
hood, from what we had reaſon to expect; 
but we- ought to be tolerably ſatisfied, if we 
meet with no ingratitude, and have nothing 
to fear from our own conſciences. 
I DALLY- thank God that I have the hap- 
pineſs to ſee Your Roy aL Hicnness's im- 
provement keep pace with my wiſhes ; and 
that your Royal Father is graciouſly pleaſed 
to honour us with his approbation. I, a man 
juſt ſinking into the grave, can ſafely afk hea- 
ven to witneſs the purity and truth of my zeal 


4 for 
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for your honour, and preſent and future fe- 
licity. | 


TRANSLATION of a LETTER from Monſ. 
FoxrENAIs to the duke of CHARTRES. 


HE campaign is now almoſt at an end, 
and I ſhall ſoon have the pleaſure 


to ſee Your Hicnness return, attended by 
a kind of fame, which muſt, of courſe, be 
very agreeable to you. Letters from the army 
inform - me, that your behaviour is obliging 
without affectation, and affable without too 
much familiarity z that, in councils of war, 
you have ſpoken ſenſibly and with reſolution, 
yet not without ſubmitting your opinion ta 
men of more experience ; that you have ſaved 
the life of a poor creature, not quite unworthy 
of compaſſion, who had fled his colours, 
from a weakneſs in nature, or for want of 
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bein 8 previouſly inſtructed in the heinouſnefs 
of his crime. 

I Dare venture to propheſy, that you will 
be no leſs the darling of the court than of the 
army ; for I have obſerved, that every one 
here is already devoted to your ſervice, Ne- 
vertheleſs, I muſt adviſe you not to put too 
much confidence in this kind of devotion. The 
court is a ſcene of change, where the favorites 
of to-day are the objects of to-morrow's con- 
tempt. Hitherto, your birth, your innocence, 
your affability, have been ſufficient to gain 
you the love of mankind ; but now that we 
may juſtly expect to ſee your virtues break 
forth into action, you muſt be prepared to paſs a 
more ſevere examination. Men of uncommon 
nenetrition, who are but little inclined to pal- 
liate, have now fixed their keen eyes upon 
your conduct. They not only expect to ſee 
you above the common vices of a court, but 


that 
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mat you will contribute, as much as you can, 


to ſtop their progreſs in other men; that 
ealumny will find in you a very powerful 
enemy; that you will ſhew the world, by 
your own example, that the only way to ſet 
the moſt malicious tongues at defiance, is to 
be, in every reſpect, an honeſt man. From 
the very earlieſt times, we find that all wiſe 
men have agreed in thinking nothing more 
honourable than true Honeſty, He that would 
become fundamentally honeſt, muſt begin by 
dealing honeſtly with himſelf, by an impartial 
examination of his own heart, and a ſincere 
deſire to grow virtuous. Let him then ſeek 
the acquaintance of men known for their in- 
tegrity, endeavour to pry into their hearts, and 
reſolve to follow their examples; by this 
means, he will gradually imbibe their princi- 
ples, and adopt- their manners. But there is 
one caution neceſſary in the choice of our ac- 
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quaintance : they ſhould not only be men of 
found morals, but of ſound underſtanding ; for 
without this, they may eaſily give virtue it 
ſelf a falſe bias, and lead us into error with; 
out deſign. 

Let me adviſe Your Hichxzss, by no 
means to forſake your books: they will 
always be your moſt rational amuſement, and 


prove the beſt means of adorning your natural 


good ſenſe. Vou will do well to read ſuch au- 
thors as teach you the knowledge of mankind, 
and of yourſelf. The chief ſtudy of a prince 
mould be human nature, the art of gaining 
mens hearts, and of judging properly in what 


manner the . peculiar talents of every indivi- 
dual may be employed to moſt advantage: 


but let him carefully avoid the unpardonable 
error of confounding worthy men with thoſe 


of an oppoſite character, by behaving to both 


in che ſame manner. I am ſorry to ſay, that 
| this 
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this is a fault with which moſt princes are but 


too juſtly charged, who in giving their con- 


fidence or familiarity without choice, do them- 
ſelves more harm than they can poſſibly be 
aware of. Their favour loſes all its value in 
the eyes of honeſt men, as ſoon as it is beſtowed 
on a ſet of creatures who deſerve nothing but 


A KN, who hath not applied himſelf 


affiduouſly to the ſtudy of men, will never ac- 
quire the fame of a wiſe ſovereign. He will 
betray his ignorance in placing his ſervants 
improperly ; that which was due to one, he 
will give to another, and will puniſh or reward 


without choice or reaſon. Thoſe who are 


engaged in the ſervice of ſuch a maſter, may 


be faid to riſque their fortunes in the wheel 


of a lottery ; a prudent man will not play fo 


hazardous a game; his time, the fruit of his 


labour, and life itſelf, are of too much value to 


F 4 be 


123 LETTERS To A 
be ventured on fo precarious a bottom. Suck 
a prince would have made but a. poor figure 
even in private life: from his want of diſcern- 
ment, he would have been inſenſible to · merit, 
and would often have expoſed himſelf in be- 
ing delighted with dulneſs and buffoonery. 
I have ſeen great men ſtrangely embarraſſed, 
when they happened to be preſent where ſome. 
work of genius was read to the company, 
They were obliged to take their cue from the 
eyes of other people, before they dared to give 
their opinion. Such a dubious, unfiniſhed, 
underſtanding, is not to be pardoned. even in 
a private gentleman, but much leſs jn thoſe. 
who have had the advantage of a ſuperior. 
As a member of ſociety, you ſhould be ho- 
neſt, benevolent, and polite ; but I have already 
told you, and cannot tell you too often, that 
theſe are not to be acquired without a nice a. 
tention 
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tention, the ſtudy of good authors, and fre 
quent converſation with wiſe men. If you 
mould think proper to deſpiſe this advice, Þ 
cannot help aſſuring you, that you will live to 


find your high birth a very poor diſtinction; 
that you will never be able to ſee things in a 
true light, to ſeparate and compare your ideas, 
or to foreſee what may prove advantageous ON. 
detrimental to you. | 

Ir the true principles of honeſty or ho- 
nour (they are the ſame thing) be not ingraft- 
ed in your heart, you will often want reſo- 
lution to obey the dictates of reaſon, and will 
conſequently act irrationally, or, in another 
word, fooliſhly, Without - a right idea of 
true politeneſs, you will frequently appear 
rude when you intend to be moſt obliging, and 
will never . attain that agreeable manner of 
converſing with mankind, ſo neceſſary in a 
man of quality, and which is far from being: 
Fs in 
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incompatible with the character of an honeſt 
man. A wile prince will think the petulance 
of wit below him. If he be bleſſed with a ſu- 
periority of genius, he will carefully ſubmit it 
to. the goverament of reaſon, and will rather 
chuſe to win the hearts, than raiſe the mirth, 
of his company. We ſtand but a {mall chance 
to-ſucceed in our attempts to pleaſe, if we do 
not conform ourſelves to the characters and 
eireumſtances of thoſe with whom we con- 
verſe. When we are obliged to aſſociate 
with ignorance, we muſt forget our learning; 
and our jay, when in the houſe of mourning. 
Theſe are rules from which even kings them- 


_ ves are not Exempt, if they wiſh for the 


love and eſteem of mankind ; but our com- 
plaiſance will loſe all its merit, if it be not ſo 
judicjouſly-manaped as to ſeem rather the effect 
ef nature than of art or affectation. 


IHAVYE 
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A Have ſeen many people, that were really 
unpoliſhed, who, becauſe they had pick'd 
up a few ſugar'd phraſes, which cuſtom hath 
introduced into modern converſation, believed 
themſelves arrived at the higheſt pitch of po- 


liteneſs. But theſe men do not conſider, that 
genuine politeneſs conſiſts in conſulting the 
eaſe and ſatisfaction of our company, in ſuit- 
ing our diſcourſe to their ideas, and in leav- 
ing them ſatisfied with themſelves. This re- 


quires penetration, and a knowledge of the 
world. | 


You, i dear Sir, are fully perſuaded 
that all virtues, without diſtinction „ are ne- 
ceſſary; and that their combination in the 
fame perſon, conſtitutes the character of a 
truly great man. To diſplay each virtue ſe- 
parately, were endleſs : beſide, J think vou 
will find the moſt brilliant ones mentioned in 

wy former letters, But there jet remain ſe- 
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veral, which 1 have ſcarce named, that * 
no leſs eſſential than thoſe with which you 
are already acquainted. 

War would Your HICRHNES8 think 
of the character of a man, howſoever ad- 
mirable in other reſpects, in whom truth, fi- 
delity, ſeerecy, friendſhip, or gratitude were 
wanting ? What credit can we give to the 
tongue that hath once told' us a lie? What. 
alliance can we make with one whom we know 
to be-capable of breaking promiſes, and divulg- 
ing ſecrets ; whoſe falſhood, or volatility, is 
ſure to abuſe nx confidence, and expoſe our 
credulity to the eyes of prudence ? Or what 


eſteem can we have for the prince on whoſe. 


heart our beſt ſervices, and moſt ſubmiſſive 


affection, make no impreſſion z who can forget 
the moſt faithful of his ſervants the moment 


he hath left his preſence ? a kind of ingra- 


Btade which 22 either from a frivolous | 
df- 
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diſpoſition, an obdurate heart, or from a 
proud notion that other men were created for 
his ſervice, and that the privileges he enjoys, 


above the reſt of his countrymen, are no more 
than his birth-right, and the reward of his 
merit. A prince, with ſuch ſentiments, be- 


comes an eaſy prey to Adulation, who artfully 
turns them to her own advantage; and when 
ſhe hath, once gained a full aſeendent over 
him, he is generally loſt beyond recovery: ſin- 
cere and honeſt men reach out their hands in 
vain; he rejects their aſſiſtance, and will liſten 
to none but thoſe that deceive him, who con- 
ceal his vices, and adorn him with imaginary 
You, my dear Six, will ſoon ſtand ex- 
poſed to a tribe of men, , who, under the maſk 
of fidelity, will be your moſt dangerous ene- 
mies; who will endeavour to pleaſe and not ta 
| ſerve Jou. The ſubjects of their converſation- 
"> "BY will: 
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will be amuſements and pleaſures, Which, of 
howſoever ſhameful a nature, you will ſoon 
be made to partake. Thus they will inſinuate 
themſelves by degrees, till, by the aid of your 
paſſions, they gain an abſolute power over 
your reaſon, and will then uſe your bounty 
to increaſe their own intereſt, and indulge their 
pride. You cannot, therefore, be too firmly 
on your guard. Put theſe mien to the proof; 

diſcover the latent turpitude of their hearts, 
and ſpurn them from you. Such treacherous, 
abject ſouls, muſt be treated with contempt; 
for if once they command your ear, they will 
convey a poiſon to your heart, that will ſoon 
efface the image of all good men, by throw- 
ing a ludicrous light upon their virtues ; for 
the coriſtant fear of being diſcovered, makes 


them natural and inveterate enemies 23 
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W1TH what caution ought perſons of your 
which you may fo eaſily be led to injuſtice 
and tyranny! But if ever it ſhould be your 
ill-fortune to have ſentenced a fellow-creature, 
without ſufficient previous examination, or 
mature reſlection, doubt not a moment, but 
repeal your ſentence. In this eaſe, your ſted- 
faſtneſs would be a vice, and your mutability 
becomes a virtue. 


How neceſſary {ſo ever wealth may be to 2 
good prince in the execution of his generous 


deſigns, I ſhall net fay a word to encourage 


you in the purſuit of it. Nature and fortune 
have dealt fo liberally by you, that if you 
but continue in che road to thoſe Honours 
which are built en merit, and which alone 
follow. The higheſt honour that Your 
Hronness can poflibly aſpire after, is the 
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affeQion of your ſovereign, who neither loves 
nor praiſes that which- is not amiable and: 
praiſe-worthy, It is a ſingular happineſs, that 
in obeying your God you will obey. your king. 


You have reaſon to thank heaven for having 


made you a ſpectator of his virtues. To this 
example, I may add that of your parents. 
I myſelf was in the army when the duke your 


father made his firſt campaign. Never did 


the heroic virtues of any man break forth 


with men rapidity. and. more luſtre; but it 
was. no wonder 3. for they were a part of his 


inheritance. . His. unſhaken. courage had fo. 
ſtrong an influence on the troops which he 


commanded, that they appeared to be invin- 
cible ; at the ſame time that his mildneſs and 
affability. captivated the hearts of all that ap» 
proached him. Thoſe who have the honour 
to attend bim to St. Cloud are daily witneſſes 
af his conſtancy of mind and ſerenity. of tem- 

Per: 
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ver, which nothing in the world can ſhake 
or diſcompoſe. Thoſe who have the happineſs 

to wait upon the Ducheſs, are in raptures when 
they ſpeak of her uncommon ſenſe, reſolu- 
tion, openneſs of behaviour, compaſſion, and 
liberality. 
Wnar excellent guides, and glorious ex- 
amples, are theſe! The path before you is 
ſo plain, that it is impoſſible you can. miſs your 


way. 

Tut moſt ſublime of all. ſubjects remains 
yet unmentioned; but I dare not boaſt of abi- 
liies ſufficient to ſupport me through ſo im- 


portant an article: it were, otherwiſe, my 
duty to give you an adequate idea of religion. 
in general, and to ſhew the indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity of all our chriſtian duties, I hope you 
will think differently from thoſe courtiers who. 
expoſe their folly,in avoiding the converſation: 
of pious men. I am ſure, in general, you. 
will: 
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will find no company more chearfully inſtructiye 
than chat of a good Chriſtian. 

Vou may, if you think proper, even at 
court, find thoſe who are able to convince 
you. of the vanity of all ſublunary things; 
that there is none perfectly great, except God ; 
that a king without religion is a deſpicable 
mortal; that virtue, guided only by reaſon, 
muſt be loſt in uncertainty ;- that we have no 
unerring compaſs, but revelation, and the ex- 
ample of good men. 


1 am, &c; 


LET- 
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LETTER L. 

Have often thought, that one of the moff 
uſeful books, for a great man, would be, 
a collection of all the praiſe that panegyriſts, 
poets, hiſtorians, &c. have beſtowed on unde- 
ſerving princes. This would ſhew him the 
deceitfulneſs of flattery, its inefficacy on the 
judgment of poſterity, and its invariable ſel- 
fiſhneſs in all ages. We read of no tyrant, 


how great a diſgrace ſoever to human nature 
and the Roman name, whoſe coin did not bear 
the golden words PATZER PATRIJ, or who 
did not receive ſome equivalent honour, But 
impartial hiſtory hath long ſince torn off the 
maſk, unveiled their actions, and aſſigned 
them their proper place in the claſs of tyrants; 
whilſt their medals, in our cabinets, remain 
an eternal ſatire on their names, and a re- 
proach to the vile adulation of their times. 
Tur 
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| Taz conſtant abuſe of praiſe hath greatly 
ſunk its value. A miſer may be extolled for 

his generoſity at the expence of a ſingle penny, 

A poet will ſell you praiſe for leſs than a crown 

a. ſheet. No wonder, therefore, that thoſe 
who have much gold, and many favours, to 
lay out in the purchaſe of this commodity, are 

honoured with a plentiful ſhare of it. But too 
large a portion, like too copious a doſe of 
opium, will, if it has no worſe effect, lull us 
into a dangerous ſtate of inſenſibility. Never- 
theleſs, ſuch is man's innate thirſt after fame, 
that all we can poſſibly urge in contempt of 


ill-· timed praiſe and abject flattery, generally 


vaniſhes into air like a bubble. Vet, this poi- 


fon, dangerous as it is, may, by a ſkilful. | 
| hand, be ſo prepared as to * a wholſome. 


medicine. 

_ Rings and princes are born to hear them- 

ſelves praiſed on every occaſion ; but thoſe 
de- 
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deſerve it moſt who regard it as a mode, or as 
2 tribute due to their robes, which would 
equally have been paid to every other man in 
their place. No prince was ever entirely de- 
ſtitute of good qualities. Even the greateſt 
tyrants have, now and then, a ſerene moment 
which produces ſome wood. J would, there- 
fore, by no means, diſcourage praiſe where it 
is due; but I would have all flattery conſidered 
as ſpoken in deriſion, and received as an affront, 
by thoſe to whom it is addreſſed. 

Our ERICH the XIV, deſerved the name 
of a learned prince; but he that would add 


wiſdom to his character, muſt, himſelf, be lit- 
tle better than a fool. 


Joan the IIId deſerves to be gratefully re- 
membered for his mild government; and affec- 
tion for the liberal arts ; but thoſe who have 
any regard for his name, do well in paſſing 
oyer in ſilence the article of his religion. 


CHARLES 
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CHARLEs the IXth was a very brave 
prince; but if, during his reign, I had been 
aſked my opinion of his temper, I ſhould have 
endeavoured to ſtart another ſubject. 

Our queen CHRISTINA may be juſtly 

praiſed for her ſenſe; but he that would write 
her panegyric, muſt touch upon her conduct 
with a very gentle hand. 
CHARLES the XIth was, in many reſpects, 
a great king; but if his contemporary writers 
had extolled him for being a generous protec- 
tor of our liberty and private fortunes, their 
works would have been ſo many ironical libels 
againſt the erown. 

Nonopr will refuſe to allow CHARLES 
the XIIch the name of a brave general; but 
he who had dared to flatter him for his extra · 
ordinary circumſpection, would by no means 
have inſinuated himſelf into the favour of a 
prince of his penetration and ſincerity, 


te 
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I woULD adviſe all thoſe who are deſirous 
of erecting elegant and laſting monuments to 
the memory of great men, not to ſuffer flat- 
tery to have any hand in the work ; for flattery, 
on ſuch: occaſions, is a very bungling archi- 
tet, BoILEAU is quite in the right, when he 


ſays, 


Un flatteur delicat n'ebranle point les ſens ; 


Mais un auteur, novice a rependre Fencens k 


Souvent a ſon heros, dans un bizarre ouvrage, 


Donne de Vencenſoir au travers du viſage, 


ls Flatt'ry, with ſkill apply'd, will ne'er offend ; 
But when a bungling prieſt will needs pretend 
To offer incenſe (which is oft the caſe) ' 
He throws the cenſer in his heroe's face.] 


[2+ 
5 Tur fame author, writing in. praiſe of a 
* king who well deſerved it, to avoid the ap- 


pearance of flattery, begins thus, 
Grand 
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—_— Grand Roi, c'eſt mon defaut, je ne ſauroh 
| flatter 
Je ne ſai point au ciel placer un ridicule, 
- D'un nain faire un Atlas, ou d'un lache un 
Hercule; 
Et ſans ceſſe en eſclave à Ia ſuite des grand, 
A des dieux ſans vertu prodiguer mon encens. 


Great king, in flatt ry I am quite unſxill d. 
I ne'er could place an ape amid the ſkies, 
Stretch a mere pigmy to a giant's ſize; 
Or, to the great a ſlave condemn'd to pleaſe, 
In a ſoft coward ſing an Hercules. 
11 tis a fault, that fault be ever mine! 
I'll burn no incenſe at a worthleſs ſhrine. 


Ir princes muſt nevi liſten to the voice of 
praiſe, its propereſt object, in my opinion, 
would be their ſocial virtues, ſuch as are an 
ornament to mankind in general; I mean 
3 friendſhip 
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friendſhip, compaſſion, affability : which, as 
they ſpeak a kind of condeſcenſion in a prince, 
add greatly to his - honour, The younger 
PlIxx, if I err not, in ſpeaking to the ſenate 
of the emperor TRA AN, ſays, Unum ille 
© ſe ex nobis, et hoc magis excellit atque emi- 
© net, quod unum ex nobis putat; nec minus 
© hominem ſe, quam hominibus præeſſe, me- 
© eminit,” It may happen, at one time or 
other, that this letter may fall into the hands 
of people unacquainted with the Latin lan- 


guage; I will, therefore, tranſlate the words, 


He is the more exalted above us, becaule he 


* accounts himſelf our equal ; and whilſt he 
{ remembers that he rules mankind, forgets 
© not that he himſelf is but a man.” 
PLiNy was much in the right. The great 
att of a king ſhould be, to veil his own Juſtre 
in ſuch a manner as not to eclipſe thoſe that 


approach him. The moſt glorious of all 


Vor. II. "23s praiſe 
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_ Praiſe is that which is ſpoken by our own 
deeds ; and thoſe monuments are moſt durable, 
which virtue and ſcience erect out of gratitude 
for their protection. This reminds me of Ma- 


dam le Camvs* epitaph on the Duke of ST, 
AIGNAN. 


Saint Arcnan finit une vie, 


Qui fut toujours d'honneurs, et de plaifirs, ſuivie; 
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Mais laiſſons ſon eloge; il n'en a pas beſoin. 
Les filles de Mémoire 
Prendront, pour lui, le meme ſoin 


Qu'il prit, autre fois, pour leur gloire. 


7 
rr mu * * 


Alas! ST. Arcnan ends his days 
Of honour, pleaſure ; but what need of praiſe ! 
ST. Alcan ne'er will want his ſhare. 


He loved the Muſes, made their fame his care, 
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The Muſes, when theſe lines, thro' time, are dim, 


E In gratitude, will do as much for him. 
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Br not offended, my dear 81x, that I ſtill 
continue to fight with ſo much zeal againſt 
fattery. She is a bold and dangerous enemy, 
whoſe artful attacks require ſtrong intrench« 
ments. I have ſpoken ſo much againſt com- 
mon praiſe, becauſe I ſhould be glad to ſee 
Your RoY AL HIGHNEss poſleſſed of that 
ſolid fame which is the reſult of great ac- 
tions, and which I hope will not only be 
imprinted on periſhable paper, but engraven 
on the marble monuments of your peoples 
felicity. . 

I REMEMBER, with pleaſure, that, when 
you was but three years old, I heard you give 
this anſwer to a certain general, who was ne- 
ver known to be laviſh of his praiſes, Sir, 
you are pleaſed to flatter me. You well de- 
ſerved the compliment he made you; but to 
praiſe a man to his face will always have the 
G 2 ap- 
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1 | appearance of flattery ; without the leaſt tinc- b 
I ture of which 
4 I am, &c, | 
4 | | Leckoe, July 21, 1753. ; 
4 LETTER AX | 
5 | N reading hiſtory, I have often wonder- ; 
«i. ed, why we do not find all kings to have } 
been the greateſt, moſt virtuous and moſt ; 
| learned men of their times. In their infancy, 9 
1 they are carefully guarded againſt every object h 
| tdthat might tarniſh their minds with the leaſt 1 
\ q vicious idea. As ſoon as they begin to reffect, q 
1 they are committed to the care of thoſe whole n 
3x good characters are univerſally eſtabliſted. a 
| | | Learned and ſkilful men inſtruc them in arts { 
' | X and ſciences, They paſs their leiſure hours 
| | 1 with ſenſible and polite perſons. Yet not- ſe 
| withſtanding all theſe advantages, diſzppoint- .b 
| _ f ment ſo 
li | 
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ment is often the only fruit of ſo many peoples 
zeal and labour. | 

How different from this is the fate of 
other children? Who, before they can hope 
to riſe to diſtinction, like the heroe of a fairy- 
tale, have many craggy mountains to climb, 
many an intricate maze to traverſe, many an 
hideous monſter to encounter. It were a ſub- 
jet not unworthy Your ROYAL HiGnness, 
to enquire into the cauſe why it fo frequently 
happens, that a tree ſo carcfully nouriſhed 
ſhould diſappoint our hopes, whilſt another 
ſtem, without aſſiſtance, ſhould prove ſo abun- 
dantly fruitful, The following obſervations 


may perhaps be of ſome aſſiſtance to you in the 
ſolution, 158 


A courr, as it conſiſts of a numerous aſ- 
ſembly of people, though collected with ever 
ſo much circumſpection, will always produce 


ſome vicious characters. Now no eyes are 
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more acute, no minds more ſuſceptible of 
impreſſions, than thoſe of children. They 
are always upon the watch, and immediately 
ſeize the leaſt indecent word or geſture. That 
which their governors have, with ſo much 
care, endeavoured to conceal, naturally ſtrikes 
their - imagination, and raiſes their curioſity, 
Royal children, who are bleſt with a con- 
fant free admiſſion to all that is great and ex- 
cellent, are often prompted, by a dangerous 
curiolity to pry into the ſecrets of low life; 
whilſt thoſe of an inferior birth are, on the 
contrary, moved by the ſame principle to 
aſpire. I am firmly of opinion that if the 


whole court were immoral and diſſolute, ex- 


cept one or two grave and virtuous men, the 


young prince would ſoon grow ſerious and 


good, merely from a natural tendency in youth 


to that which is ſingular. 


ble 
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ALL children, in whatſoever rank they are 
born, bear a ſtrong reſemblance to each other 
in their diſpoſitions and manners, Boys, of 


all nations, ride upon ſticks, plaſh in the wa- 


ter, toſs their balls, and play unlucky pranks ; 


whilſt girls, as it were by inſtinct, dreſs vic- 
mals, waſh linen, make viſits, drink tea, 
adorn their babies, adjuſt their toilets, and 
many other things of the like nature, which I 
have known cleave to ſome of the fair to a 
pretty advanced age. If, therefore, all chil- 
dren be born with the ſame paſſions, an equal 
care is certainly required in their education, 
Youns princes, when they do amiſs, are 
puniſhed with kind admonitions; but kind 
words are weak arguments to young people. 
The puniſhments of other children are ſe- 
vere reprimands, threatnings, and, ſometimes, 
blows: theſe make a deeper impreſſion, and 


are much longer remembered. Private peo- 
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ple have ſeldom much time to ſpend in cere. 
mony with their children, 

THAT part of mankind which is born to 
obey, have but two ways to riſe in the world, 
They muſt of neceſſity endeavour to becom 
either uſeful or agrecable. The latter cofls 
tbe leaſt pi ins, and requires the leaſt art. In 
the education of a prince, a few moments of 
court- flattery is ſufficient to deſtroy the labour 
of many days: but who will give themſelves 
the trouble to ſay fine things to the ſon of 2 
peaſant? For where would be their intereſt? 
If the poor boy has, by chance, a mind to 
ſhew his manners, he is ſure to be laugh'd at 
for his aukwardneſs ; and that deriſion is ſome- 
times a means of quickening a latent ſeed of 
ambition which afterwards puſhes its way to 
honour. 


THERE is a great difference between being 
; born at a. goal, and having our race to run. 
| Young 
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Young princes are but too apt to ſay to them. 
felves, Why ſhould I give myſelf any trouble? 
© who can rob me of my birth-right?? They 
forget that true merit in a private man, is 
more honorable than the title of prince un- 
worthily given. "Thoſe that are born to ſmall 
fortunes, no prerogatives, and are mere ad- 
venturers in the world, muſt, of neceſſity, 
have recourſe to- their own-abilities. 

We have commonly leaſt inclination for 
things moſt in our power. How many peo- 


ple are there in Paris who have never ſeen the 


0 hoſpital for invalides ? which is ſo fine a build- 
at ing, and ſo admirably well regulated. A young 
e. prince, who. hath. ſo many and frequent op- 
of portunities of improvement, may ſometimes 
to be ſo weak as to reaſon in this manner: I 


© have time-enough. T have no inclination to- 


+ day, I'll do ſomething elſe. I can learn 
© whenever I will.” But this procraſtination. 
| G5 is 
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gentlemen attract the eſteem and admiration of 
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is a dangerous. thing. Time moves forward, 


and the beſt genius will ruſt if it be not uſed 2 


beſides, the trouble or difficulty we dreaded, 
which,, at firſt might have been overcome with 


eaſe, continues increafing upon our hands, 
ull, at length, it becomes inſurmountable. 
1 ſpeak by experience; for when I happen to 
have long neglected anſwering a letter, put- 
ting it off from one poſt to another, from a be- 


lief that one week more or leſs can make no 


great difference ; I at laſt grow quite aſhamed. 


af my idleneſs, and rather fit dawn with reproach 


than attempt what appears impoſſible. 
Tos that are born to leſs eminence, en- 
joy the great advantage of travelling; by which. 
means they become acquainted with the man- 


ners of various nations, increaſe their know-- 


edge and improve their underſtanding. For 


theſe reaſons it frequently happens that private 


al 


m. 
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all the world, whilſt ſome princes are honoured 


with nothing more than a ſhew of reſpect. 


Tust characteriſtics are, by no means, in- 


directly aimed at Your RoyaL Hicnness. 


I ſhould not deſerve the high truſt with which 
I am honoured, were I capable of flattery ; 
but 1 ſhould oppoſe my own conſcience, if I 
did not rejoice the whole kingdom with this 


true teſtimony, That your zealous application 


to learning is full as great as it could poſſibly. 


be, if you had been born to ſtruggle with a. 


thouſand difficulties : and as I am convinced: 


it will only be a means to animate you, I may 
ſafely add, that you have made a much greater: 
progreſs than could be expected from your 
years; alſo, that you have fully conceived. 
how ſeldom it will be neceſlary to remember 
you are a prince, but how often you will: 


have occaſion to. recalleR. that. you are, A: 


man. 
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I cnose the ſubject of this letter, to ſhew 
Your RoyaL HICHNESs the great importance 
of education, that when the time ſhall come, 


vou may think it worth your while to have an 


eye to that of your ſubjects; for without your 
care many a fine genius will be intirely lo, 
and the moſt brilliant, with more aſſiſtance, 
would have become a till brighter and a bet- 
ter man. 


Ou. journey from the cradle to the grave 


is divided into four different ſtages. - The 
pleaſing characteriſties of childhood are inno- 
ence, and chearfulneſs ; thoſe of youth, mo- 
deſty, and. a thirſt after knowledge; of man- 
hood, ſedateneſs, and reſolution ; and of age, 
wiſdom, and a longing after futurity. Thus, 


to thoſe that have had a rational education, 


every part of life hath its peculiar employ- 
ment and utility. 


| a. 


i 


lo 


YOUNG PRINCE. 1 

T cANNoT take my leave of Your ROYAL. 
HicHNEss, without deſiring you. not to ſtand 
Kill in any part of your courſe. The reaſon 
why ſo many princes have, in the ſequel, 
diſappointed the hopes they raiſed at their 
firſt ſetting out, is becauſe they tired on 
their journey. The traveller who repoſes too 
long, grows ſtiff, and is unable to proceed. 
Our pilgrimage through virtue and learning, 
is not finiſned till we reach the grave; and 


the only way to arrive in ſafety, is neither 


to puſh too rapidly forward, nor loiter tos 
long upon the road, 


I am, &c.. 


Leckoe, July 28, 
5 1753. 
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My dear TEss, 

OU have been ſo good as to write ſe- 

veral letters to me. I thank you ſin- 
cerely for them, and beg you will not take 
it amiſs that I have not anſwered them, be- 
<auſe I have been hindered by the name-days 
of the king and queen, which we have cele- 
brated. So long as I have not the pleaſure to 
ſee my Tess, I fhall always be glad to 
receive his letters; and I pray you, my dear 
Texss, to be aſſured of my conſtant friend- 
ſhip. 


I am your, &c. 


G US TAE. 


LE T- 
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BETTEN KAL. 

Have obſerved that our young Swedes, 
at their return from. travelling,. generally: 
deride and contemn the manners of their na- 
tive country, as if they had never been. in the 
leaſt acquainted with them ; when at the ſame 
time, if we come to cloſe examination,. they 
appear to have travelled to no other purpoſe 
but to have their hair frized, and their bodies. 
dreſſed for a pattern of the made. Our walk, 
dur bows, our way of ſpeaking, our taſte, 
our buildings, our equipages, our dreſs, our 
diverſions, in ſhort, every thing appears ri- 
diculous and ſtrange : and I can. without dif- 
ficulty believe them fincere. Before they 80 
abroad, they uſe the things of this world, as 
we are commanded to do: namely, as tho 
they uſed them not at all. They receive 
their firſt impreſſions in foreign countries, 


having 


X 
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having neither obſerved, nor even ſeen, any 
thing in their on. 

THnose who have travelled into France, 
behave as if they had been entirely educated 
there; and are quite full of that prejudice, 
in favour of french cuftoms, with which 
moſt men judge of thoſe to which they were 
born. If, on the contrary, they return from 
England, they have not only all the manners 
of a Briton, but are become as inveterate ene- 
mies to France, as if they had been born in 
the center of London.. In a word, one hates 
all that is french, another can bear nothing 


that is engliſh, a third deſpiſes every thing 


that comes from Germany ; but they all agree in | 

falling out with the manners of their native a 

Sweden. t 
In thus finding fault with my countrymen 0 

I am not more ſevere upon any one, than on b 


myſelf. When. I firſt returned from France, 
| * f 


bring, 
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was in every reſpe& a Petit-maitre, or french 
ſop. 

Ir would be acting very unadviſedly, if, 
whilſt I endeavour to expoſe the folly of par- 
ticular men, I ſhould give Your RoYAL Hicn- 
NESS an unfavourable idea of all thoſe that 
have travelled. This were quite oppoſite to 
my deſign. I ſhould think myſelf undeſerving 
the name of a Swede, if I did not diſtinguiſh, 
and ſet a true value on, the merit of ſuch of 


my countrymen, whoſe travels have been an 
honour to themſelves, and an advantage to 
their country, I could, without difficulty, 
count a great number of theſe; and truth ob- 
liges me to confeſs, that ſuch men are more 
eſpecially uſeful, nay, even indiſpenſible, to 
this diſtant nation, as we are under the ne- 


ceſſity of fetching that which no body will 
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My endeavour hath always been, to awake 
in you an univerſal attention; to ſhew ycu | 
the need of a father's care and inſpection, 
with regard to the order and happineſs of his 


family; to caution you againſt believing that ? 
there is any thing on earth fo perfect as not to Lf 
admit of improvement, and to point out to 


you the various roads that lead thither; which, 


though they prove not infallible, may, at leaſt, tt 
ſerve to conduct men of more abilities into W 
the right way. But to return to our ſubjeR, ni 
Ir might not perhaps. be much amiſs, ta to 
oblige all thoſe who have a. mind to travel, W 
Aſt to viſit every province of this kingdom, me 
to make themſelves well acquainted with our ol 
own nature, cuſtoms, wants and advantages; ed, 
to examine them previouſly, and not to con- eng 
ſent to their departure till they had given proof par 
of their being properly qualified to travel. why 
tho! 


THUS 
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Tavs they would be able to diſtiuguiſh, 
thoſe things which are good in their own: 
country, from thoſe that want improvement. 
They would then ſee, whether it were adviſe- 
able in thoſe cold climes, to adopt the modes 
of ſouthern nations. They would learn to. 
know the value of money, the need of ceco- 
nomy in travelling, and would at leaft buy 


their experience of their fellow-ſubjets. It 
would enable them to judge whether the mag- 


nificence of more wealthy nations be ſuitable 
to our revenues; whether foreign ceconomy 
would thrive in this frozen ſoil; and whether 
modern compliments are conſiſtent with our 
old ſwediſh honeſty. They would be qualifi- 
ed, inſtead of weighing all things in a french, 
engliſh, or ſwediſh, balance, to judge im- 
partially of each nation. A ſwediſh officer, 
who would engage hiraſelf in foreign ſervice, 
ſhould frſt be well acquainted with. the late: 
of 


164 LETTERS To A 

of our own army; he will, otherwiſe, not 
diſtinguiſh what he has to learn abroad, from 
that which is already known at home. Be- 
fore we enquire into other religions, we ſhould 
be well inſtructed in our own. A prudent 
merchant will not fail to be informed, what 
commodities are moſt wanted ; of the relative 
goodneſs and prices of foreign and home pro- 
ductions: and according to ſuch neceſſa- 
ry intelligence, he directs his voyages or 
eorreſpondence. A peaſant, who goes to 
market with intent to buy-in proviſion for his 
family, muſt unavoidably have known his 
wants before he came from home. 

THese' precautions in a traveller, would of- 
ten fave him the trouble of making needlels 
enquiries into things which he might have 
ſeen in greater perfection in his own country. 
It might alſo not be improper to make tie 
intended traveller explain himſelf with regard 
to 
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to the particular ſcience which he means to 
purſue. This would enable us, at his return 
to judge how far he had improved his capacity 
to ſerve his country: for we muſt not only 
become fine gentlemen, but uſeful members 
of ſociety. 

In conſideration of the vaſt ſums that are 
carried out of this kingdom by travellers, we 
ought, at leaſt, to do all in our power to 


render the golden ftream fruitful, When your 
riper age ſhall allow. Your Royar Hicn- 


| RES more leiſure, you may perhaps find this 


uregular letter to be no improper object of 
further reflection. 


1 am, &c. 


LET- 
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a | 

LETTER LXI. t 

JN converſing with the farmers of the neigh- a 
bourhood, I ſometimes take the liberty to k 
object to their method of cultivation, but am t 
generally mortified with this anſwer, * Why a 
« truly, Sir, our fathers did ſo before us.” | e 


This argument hath long appeared, to me, 
the chief obſtacle in the progreſs of improve- l 


ment: but I have at laſt conceived the ex- 


<ellence of that rule which requires our own Y 
innocence before we find our neighbour guil- 
ty: and have been thence led to examine whe- l 
ther, whilſt J am accuſing my dependents, I > 
myſelf am entirely free from prej udice in fa- a 
vour of thoſe cuſtoms which I have inherited. t 
To my own confuſion, I am forced to con- Y 
te 


feſs, that this impreſſion is univerſal; that 
mankind, in general, look upon that as per- 


fectly good which, for many generations, hath 
% ' 6 0 ps 
been 
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been handed down from father to fon; that 
there are many things which we honour with 
almoſt a religious veneration, for no other rea- 
fon than becauſe they were in eſteem among 
the ancients. I am, in this reſpect, no leſs 
an enthuſiaſt than other men : but, when I 
come to enquire into the cauſe of my admi- 
ration, I find that I have blindly obeyed the 
laws which my father received -from his 
father and my grandfather from his an- 
ceſtors. 

How many old - poets do we not read with 
a kind of reverence, whoſe verſes, if they were 
the produce of our own times, would, rather 
than delight the learned, be- employed to twiſt 
the locks of the illiterate? A MaroT, a Ron- 
SARD, and ſeveral others, ſometimes unin- 
telligible, frequently low, and generally ne- 

gligent, 


* IT appears by what follows, that the author is not 
Þ:aking of the greek. or latin poets, 
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gligent, are univerſally read and eſteemed, tho 
they are much inferior to later writers. 

IN compliance with the ſentiments of thoſe 
under whom I was educated, I believed, till 
I was conſiderably advanced in life, that a 
certain very indifferent painter, who had made 
a great figure in his own time, was the moſt 
fublime artiſt that ever lived, T could mention 
an infinite number of the like examples in all 
arts and ſciences ; but as my defign is to cen- 
ſure my own prejudice, and not the abilities of 
| thoſe honeſt men whoſe works were equal to the 
ght and inftruftion they had received, I ſhall 
content myſelf with ſaying, that, to be a com- 


petent judge of excellence, a man muſt be 


fully poſſeſſed of what is called a true taſte, | 


But Your Ro AL Hicnness will naturally 
alk, how this TASTE is to be acquired? 
I BELIEVE the moſt effectual method wil 


be, to read attentively, in the preſence of ju 


Aicious 


th 
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dicious men, fuch * modern books as are ex- 
cellent in their kind; endeavouring to diſ- 


cover the grounds of thoſe perſections that 


have gain'd the author his reputation. After 
this, it may not be improper to take a ſurvey 
of the + ancients, and ſee how far they have 


obſerved the rules which we have diſcovered 


in the beſt modern writers. It will then be 
neceſſary to make acquaintance with men who 
know the world: from theſe we mult learn 
to read mankind, He that confines his ſtudy 
merely to books, may become a ſcholar, but 


he will remain a pedant. There is undoubt- 
edly great merit in penetrating into the inmoſt 
receiles of literature; yet, were I to chuſe ei- 

| . ther 


2 We are not, throughout the whole letter, to confine 
the word MODERN merely to the preſent age, | IS 
| Tur reader will pleaſe to remember that our anchor is 
ſpeaking of french writers, 
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ther profound learning, or true taſte, I would 
Without heſitation reject the firſt, 

Ir taſte be ſo deſirable a thing to a private 
man, how indiſpenſibly neceſſary is it not to 
kings and princes, whoſe approbation or diſ- 
like is frequently followed by a whole nation? 
In a country, whoſe ſovereign has no taſte, 
or, which is worſe, a falſe one, every flower 
of learning muſt wither, arts ſlumber, and 
ſcience die. 

Uron the whole, I believe it impoſlible to 
preſcribe poſitive rules for taſte, It may in 
general be ſaid to conſiſt in a ſound and ra- 
tional judgment ; though it will be frequently 
found to depend upon opinion. I have known 
two ſenſible men think very differently of the 
ſame thing: yet the fentiments of both were 
founded upon ſtrong arguments. 

THose who are ignorant of certain axioms 
which have been long received as the baſis of 

arts 


e 
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arts and ſciences, muſt inevitably fin againſt | 


' taſte. A man who has more pleaſure in read- 


ing CLEL1E than Don Qu1XoTE, or prefers 
PaRDON's theatrical works to thoſe of Con- 
NEILLE, may, without ceremony, be con- 
demned for having no taſte at all. He who 
judges of paintings by the height or brightneſs 
of the colouring, hath certainly a bad taſte, 
It is for want of taſte thas, in the furniture of 


ſome houſes, we are ſhocked with a mixture of 


colours that diſagree in nature. I ſhould have 


a falſe taſte were I to place a Coloſſus oa 
a ſmall pedeſtal; but to give you all the in- 
{ances of this kind would require a volume. 
SINCE the times are happily become more 
enlightened, and the invention of printing hath 
converted learning into a merchandiſe, the 
opportunities of forming a true t. e are greats 
ly increaſed, The * Greeks u. 4 Romans had 
H 2 -> 4 0- 
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no helps but their memory, and now and 


4 

1 

2 
1 
Li 
$ 

k. 
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then a dear-bought manuſcript. We are much 
bappier in this reſpect. Every branch of learn- 
ing may be purchaſed at a reaſonable price: if 
we make a bad choice, it is our own fault. 


— ww - a 
— — 


ever, ſufficient to be poſſeſſed of the beſt taſt 


of one's own times, Our ſucceſſors will have 
the 


NoTwiTHSTANDING what I have ſaid in 

. favour of the moderns, if we yet labour un- 

ba der the ſame difficulties with the ancients, I 

by am afraid the preſent age would have little 

N b cauſe to boaſt of its ſuperiority. How many 

| | | are there amongſt us who paſs for men of 

l - | bright parts, and great underſtanding, whoſe 

by own brain never gave birth to a ſingle idea; 

5 whoſe thoughts are all children of adoption; 
1 | 1 whaſe only talent is a ſtrong memory ? 

Ir is alſo a matter of great doubt whether 

| U 3 that which, in this age, we call TRUE TASTE, 

11 a will be deemed ſuch in the next: it is, how- 
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the ſame privilege, which we have enjoyed, 
to adopt, or reject, the opinions of their fore- 
fathers, We have, indeed, great reaſon to 
rejoice that the taſte of former ages hath not 
been abſolutely intailed upon us. The Greeks 
thought that a man not ſkilled in muſic was 
unqualified to teach any other thing. If this 
opinion had made its way down to us, I ſhould 
never have been honoured with the place of 
governor to Your RoyYAaL HIGHNEss. 

In Sybaris, an ancient city of Calabria, it 
was the cuſtom to invite to their entertainments 
a long time beforehand, and if any of the 
guelts, in the mean while, happened to in- 
vent a new and elegant diſh, he immediately 
obtained a privilegium excluſivum. I, who 
could hardly make an haſty- pudding, ſhould 


have made a bad figure in a city where the 


ſeat of merit lay in the belly, 


H 3 Is. 
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In Rome it was the faſhion for every man of 
the leaſt diſtinction to have a perſon in his ſervice 
called a Nomenclator, whoſe buſineſs it was 
to follow his maſter in the ſtreets, and tell him 
the name of every man he met. I, who con- 
cern myſelf fo little with other people's affairs, 
ſhould have been often out of patience to have 
had a fellow conſtantly blowing ſtrange names 
ito my ears. 

Trxx, in Phcenicia, and her colony, Car- 


thage, were ſo entirely devoted to trade and 


profit that a rich man was in more eſteem 


than a philoſopher, or an heroe. I ſhall always 
xcjoice to ſee our commerce in a flouriſhing 


Rate, and aMuence the reward of her labour: 


for the firſt is the nurſe of maritime power, and 
carries our natural produQtions to market ; and 


the latter is the food of arts, and the ſinew of 


defence, But if, in Stockholm, the immenic- 
U 


YOUNG PRINCE. 555 


c ly rich were only eſteemed, a very great num- 
e ber of us would ſoon ſink into contempt. | 
6 Bur it were tedious to mention every in- 
n ſtance in which we differ from the taſte of 
* our fore-fathers, It were more to our ho- 
6, | nour to have improved upon their virtues. 


All other taſte is chaff before the wind : it 
may be ſupported a while, by now and then a 
freſh blaſt, bu » at length to Juſt, is trod- 
den under our feet, rots, and evaporates. 

I am not fo bigotted to the general taſte of 
the preſent age, as to believe that the next ge- 
neration will be much obliged to us for it. 
The thoughts which conſtitute moſt of our 
modern books may not, improperly, be com- 


ws Law 


pared to elaſtic balls ; he that will catch them 
muſt be able to ſkip about the room: impro- 
per ſport for an old man. Epigrams, in verſe, 
are pretty enough; but when I find a proſe- 
H 4 writer 
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writer every moment uſing one epigram to ex- 


plain another, I have always an inclination 


to tell him, that his book is a jingle of words, 
I aſſure Your Royar Hicnness, without 


ſeruple, that, among the number of works 


which are daily iſſuing from the preſs, there 
are very few, to me, intelligible. The au- 
thor hath generally burdened his meaning with 
ſo much imaginary ornament, that whilſt I am 
endeavouring to reduce the words to their 


2 original ſignification, and range them accord- 


ing. to my ideas of things, I am apt to loſe the 
ſehſe of the whole paragraph. -Such books 
are not unlike the ſtuffs, mentioned by Ma- 
dam Sevigne, of gold embroidered with gold, 


which are fo profuſely rich that neither ground 
por figure can be diſtinguiſhed. 


Even. after the additional improvement of 


ſo many ſucceflive ages, human underſtanding 
is 
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js yet far from being arrived at perfection. It 
is often weak, and calls out for encourage- 
ment and ſupport 3 nay, frequently wants the 
pruning-knife to lop off its Iuxuriant branches, 
We are not ſeldom led into error by too highs 
an opinion of our abilities; to which we may 


attribute every miſtake in matters of religion. 


Men were prompted: by their pride to ſeek for 
ambiguity in the plain word of God, and by 
that means divided the firſt Chriſtian commu- 


nity into various ſects. The ſame human ar- 

Ne rogance may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have -=— 

ks given riſe to fabulous hiſtory. Nine ſinging: 4 

* girls, at the court of JuPITER, a Cretan 

ud, king, pretended to be the daughters of the god 9 

2 Jue1TER and MNEMOSYNE or memory. They 4 
aſſumed. the patronage of arts and ſciences, 

+ of and obtained the name of Muszs, How many 

ding nighey men do we not find in real hiſtorys 


Hs whow 


>, 
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who received the higheſt hongurs without a bets 
ter title than thoſe nymphs had todeity ? whoſe 
fame, if we could diſcover their firſt ſpring of 
action, would often be found to have had its 
birth from the too fortunate iſſue of ſome ill 
concerted ſcheme, 

No one in the world can wiſh more ardent- 
y, nor with more reaſon, than myſelf, to ſee 
Your Royar HiGcHNnEess acquainted with 
every poſſible variety of opinion ; but let me 
adviſe you, whenever you meet with a doubt 
of importance, firſt to conſult your own na- 
tural good ſenſe; and if you find. that inſuf- 
kcient, it will then be time enough to apply 
for other aſſiſtance. 

I wish Yous Roxval Hic HN Ess may not 
find, in chis long, and perhaps too ſerious epi- 
Me, that in ſpeaking of taſte, I myſelf have 
Gicovered a, want of it. Be that as it wil, 
1 
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it remains no leſs certain, that true taſte ought. 


to be the inſeparable companion of a crown. 


health, and a worn out brain, to ſeek eaſe 
and refreſhment in the country, nothing in 
the world ſhould ſeparate me from a prince, 
who, of all temporal bleflings, is the neareſt 


to my heart; and whoſe increaſing virtues. 


add daily to the unſpeakable veneration with- 
e which 
t 


Fam, & e. 
Leckoe, Aug. 4, 


| Wenk I not obliged, by a poor ſtate of 


1753s | p 


. 2 
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LETTER LXII. 

HE preſent unreaſonable deſtruction of 

all kinds of game is ſo juſt a ſubject of 
complaint throughout the kingdom, that the 
ſportſmen of the ſucceeding age will have great 
xeaſon to be diſſatisfied with the conduct of 
their predeceſſors. Here in Weſtrogoth, where 
ſtags, and other deer, were almoſt become 
tame creatures, we are now ſure to fee ten 
wolves for one buck. 

IAM not of opinion, that mankind ought 
to deny thergſelves the uſe of thoſe creatuies 
which were created for them. When I wa 
young, I reaſoned in the fame manner with 
our youth at preſent, If Ido not ſhoot, others 
will.“ Wich this argument, cruelty was my 
daily companion to the woods; and if I hap- 
yened to ſhoot a poor hare with ſux or ſeven 

your 
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young ones within her, I thought I had done 
a very extraordinary feat; but now that I am 
better able to ſee things in a true light, I am 
convinced that Providence intended we ſhould 
uſe, and not abuſe, the works of the crea- 
tion, 

Trovcn I can fit down, very chearfully, 
to a homely repaſt, yet, I confeſs, I am not 
diſguſted at the ſight of good victuals; but it 
s ſurely an unpardonable piece of luxury to in- 


dulge our appetites with game killed at an im- 


t proper time, with fiſh caught in fine nets, or 

8 in the ſeaſon when. they ſhould increaſe and 

S multiply. Such extravagance muſt infallibly 

th. make proviſions ſcarce, and deprive the poor 

18 of their common ſubſiſtence: but ſound and 
ny wholſome meats, the ſmall tribute of a nu- 

p- merous 

en 


* A very extraordinary feat indeed. I know not what: 
Ge SWedgſh hares maybe, but the Engliſh are not ſo prolific. 
2 
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merous herd, together with. the kind gifts of 
vegetable nature, ſhould not only be received 
with gratitude, but as an. encouragement to 
art and labour, may be conſidered as the pro- 
per uſe of wealth. 

I xNow not but it might be worth while for 
thoſe of a rehned taſte in eating, to endeavour, 
in the art of cookery, to introduce more of our 


own productions; and perhaps an order of 
the government might not be improper for 
that purpoſe. American ſpices were never in- 
tended by Providence for our food. In hot 
climates they may be neceſſary to expel the 
inward heat of the body, and increaſe per- 
ſpiration; but I believe them generally too 
violent for northern conſtitutions. Nature 
has certainly provided every country with food 
proper for its inhabitants; but luxury, avarice, 


and. curioſity, have hoiſted our fails to fetch 


diſeaſes 


8 
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diſeaſes from diſtant climes. Not but I be- 
leve, if it were poſſible to tranſplant, and as 
it were naturalize theſe exotics in our owt 
ſoil, that they would then be no longer pre- 
judicial, 

We have laws to prevent luxury in apparel, 
which luxury, it might be urged, would af- 
ford employment to great numbers of people. 
We have laws that ſet bounds to feſtival pomp, 
and limit the number of diſhes. But would 
it not be more adviſeable to leave the quantity 
to every one's diſeretion, and regulate the qua- 
lity? for, otherwiſe, a ſingle ſcarce plate may: 
colt more than ten common diſhes. I re- 
member a great variety of excellent Swediſh. 
ones, which have long ſince been forced to give 
way to novelty. The Engliſh nation pay 
more reſpect to the taſte of their fore-fathers.. 
Though. they ſurpaſs us in point of wealth; 
| they 
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they have never loſt their reliſh. for good roaſt. 
beef and pudding. 

I HAYE been told of a certain Frenchman, 
yet living, who paid five hundred livres for a 
diſh of green peaſe, and ſhut himſelf up in his 
chamber to eat them, at the ſame time that, per. 
haps five hundred poor people were ſtarving in 
the ſtreets. I have alſo heard of an Engliſhman 
who, for a trifling fault, had turned his fon out 
of doors. Several perſons of quality interceded 
in the young gentleman's behalf, but all to no 
purpoſe : till, at laſt, they prevailed on the fa- 
vorite cook to uſe his intereſt. He accordingly 
went to his maſter and demanded his diſmiſ- 
fon. The old man was greatly ſurpriſed, 
offered to increaſe his Wages, in ſhort, bad 
bim make his own terms rather than leave 
the houſe. But the cook replied, that he would 


never ſerve any man living who could turn 
his 


— e 


* 
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his back on his own fon ; that in the wal he, as 
a ſervant, had reafon to expect much worſe 
treatment. O! cries the old glutton, is that 
all? go and tell the lad to come hither. Peace 
$ was immediately made, and by the cook's in- 
a terpoſition, every article ratified. 


n FoR a man to love his cook more than his 
mn fon was undoubtedly an unpardonable crime; 
ut yet I would not, from hence, infer that we 
ed ought to have no taſte at all: this ſenſe might 
no maintain a warm diſpute with the other four, 
fa- in caſe they ſhould contend for precedence. 
ly My fole aim is to recommend moderation, 
nif- and by preſerving plenty, to provide for the 
ſed, indigent, 

bad I am convinced that Your Roy AL HIoR- 
eave NESS knows, already, how to chuſe with 
ould 


judgment and reject with propriety. There 
is an old faying, that knowledge is no bur- 


den; 


* 


186 LETTERS To 4 


den ; from which I would conclude, that even 


a prince may, without cenſure, know how 
a table ſhould be ſpread, filled, and adorn. 
ed with elegance: provided, when occaſion 
requires, he is able, with a twelfth Canes 
in the field, to riſe from a foldier's dinner well 
ſatisfied. | 
To inflict unneceſſary hardſhips on our own 
bodies, is the ridiculous and imaginary merit 
of an anchoret. It is certainly very allowable, 
at proper times, rationally to conſult our own 
eaſe: but he that knows not how to diſpenſe 
with it, deſerves not the name of a man. 1 


believe we may venture to affirm that political 


ceconomy, rather than religion, is the true 
reaſon why the members of the Romiſh church 
are forbid, on certain days, to eat fleſh, which, 
by this means, is preſerved in greater plenty, and 
their fiſhery ſupported and improved. 


I 
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Is Germany and France there is an in- 


1 
N eredible quantity of all ſorts of game; becauſe 
s they have deſtroyed every voracious animal, 
n becauſe the chaſe is prohibited at improper ſea- 
83 ſons, and becauſe they carefully preſerve cer- 
eh tain woods of refuge, In theſe countries it is 
| an affront to purſue your diverſion, without pre- 
_ vious leave, thro* another's territory. If this 
rt was our caſe, every one would preſerve his 
le, own game, and all our — would be better 
_ ſtocked, : 
enſe » Tye buſineſs of a king extends itſelf to 
uf every branch of national œconmy. His ſub- 
tical jets are not only thoſe that are contemporary 
true with him, but all that are born after him, 
wurch in the ſame kingdom, ſo long as it ſhall ſub- 
hich, liſt, He is their ſteward, and their guardian, 
7, and When he is dead, his wards are yet alive, and 


have always a right to cenſure or approve his | 


care 
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eare or neglect of their inheritance, No king 


eat without great impropriety ſay, in the ita- 


lian proverb. Morto mi, morto il mondo. 


] am, &c. 
Leckoe, Aug. 8, 
1753 


LETTER LXIV. 

HEN ſhall we be able to ſay, now 

| © is our labour at an end. Man, 
from his creation, never wanted, nor ſo long 
as the world endures, ever will he want employ- 
ment. He may be compared to an indefa- 
tigable ant, which, having juſt dragged its 
burden to the top of the hill, is often, by the 
foot of ſome rational, or irrational, animal, 

cruelly hurled down to the very bottom, and 
obliged to begin its taſk ane. 


TAI 
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: Tuts may be obſerved, with no leſs truth, 
of whole nations than of particular men. New 
projets, new experiments, new inventions, 
new improvements, are continually ſucceeding 
each other, till both prince and people ſeem 
to be arrived at their very higheſt degree of 
felicity ; when, on a ſudden, a deſtructive war 
breaks forth, or a careleſs reign ſucceeds: a 
TizERIUs mounts the throne of an Audus- 
rus, or a degenerate CoMMoDUs ruins, in 
the ſpace of thirteen years, the edifice which 
four preceding emperors had been fourſcore in 
raiſing, 

Lew1s the fourteenth reigned upwards of 
ſeventy years. Being naturally ambitious, 
and indefatigable, he neither forgot his army, 
his navy, trade, finances, arts, ſciences, civil 
policy, or any other branch of government. 
Would not one imagine, that the ſucceſſors of 
ſuch 
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much a king would have no other buſineſs than 
to maintain things in the ſame order? but 
the reign of his preſent majeſty has ſheywn us, 
how many Alterations were neceſſary, and im- 
provements poſſible. 
„ HisTor1aNs tell us, that ALEX AN DR 
wept, whenever this father took a town, 
Theſe, in my opinion, were childiſh tears, 
He, after Pm111P's death, found work enough 
endone. Whether he acted conſiſtently in the 
Execu tion, is a queſtion foreign to my ſubject, 
The enquiry might, however, ſerve to con- 
vince us, that the greateſt princes are fallible | 
and ſometimes belie their character. 
- SWEDEN, within the laſt two hundrel 
years, has been happy in many excellent ſo- 
vereigns. Gus r Avr the firſt was a prince 
who always ſhewed a remarkable tendernels 
for his people, JohN the third, who was 3 
f ſkilful 


TUUNG IININGE tut 
Cilful architect, contributed greatly to the 
embelliſhment of his kingdom. CHARLES 
the ninth was a wiſe legiſlator; GusTavus 
ADOLPHUS, a ſucceſsful heroe : CHRISTINA, 
the mother of ſcience; CHARLES GUSTAVE, 


a zealous improver of his country; CHARLES 


the XIth a very aſſiduous, but not quite diſin- 
tereſted, æconomiſt; CHARLEs the XIIth, a 


5 moſt expeditious and intrepid heroe; FRE DE- 
5 RICK the firſt, a pious and affable prince, 
1 to whom we are obliged for many uſeful regu- 

lations ; and who amongſt us is not, by two 
* years experience, convinced that his preſent 

Majeſty will govern the part of the world al- 
Jred lotted him by Providence, in a manner worthy 
TY of himſelf? Nevertheleſs, his ſucceſſors will 
* have no reaſon to weep leſt he ſhould leave no- 


thing for them to finiſh, | 5 


Tae 
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Tur King of kings, in anointing the rulen 
of mankind, hath aſſigned them a continued 
chain of duties, that will not be finiſhed till 
the world ſhall ceaſe to be. The ſame omni. b 


| potent Being could, if he had thought fit, 


have enlightened their underſtandings in an 
eſpecial manner, and influenced their hearts 


ſo as to render them incapable of error : butin 1 
giving them human weakneſs, he gave them 21 
alſo man's greateſt privilege, a free-will ; and i 
by making theſe princes of the earth free · agents, 4 

; he gave mankind a right to judge impartially of in 
their a&ions. When time ſhall drag you f © 
pert of the chain upon the anvil, let me a. * 
ne 


viſe Your Roy AL HicHNEss to continue yout 
work chearfully, without ceaſing; and may 
your peoples love, and the praiſe and admin 
tion of poſterity, be the reward of your b. 
bour ! 

bt 
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Bx careful, my dear Paix cE, not to be- 
ive that any man is predeſtinated to at ine- 
xitable fate. This were inditeclly to con- 
found God's juſtice with bis omniſcience, . and 
muſt infallibly extinguiſh every ſpark of vir- 
_ 1 | 

.; NATURAL - ſenſe may * improved into a 
\great facility of comprehenſion, a ſound judg- 
ment, and, at laſt, an enlightened underſtand- 
ing; but this can never. be effected, without a 
loro perſeyerance, There are many Pepi 
in the world who, 0 one might imagine, have rea- 
ſon to accuſe nature of f partiality in her diſtri- 
| bution of ſenſe, when, in  wrujh, their own 
negligence is the only, cauſe of {their ſtupidity, 
Ir is my hard-fate! how heaven afflicts 


| 617, 31:13 0 
we! are exclamations commonly made by 


noſe who are the authors of their own miſery. 
Not rightly. underſtanding the  _ of - 


Lovlhh 
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both god and evil coming from God,” they 
ate pleaſed to accuſe heaven of what they 
have brought upon themſelves. 
Tukur is no need to diſturb the natural 
order of things for the immediate puniſhment 
410046 hath for no vice came into the world 


- avaricious aſd an univerſally hated, 


| univerſally curſed. A drunkard muſt have an 


uncomton conſtitution, if diſeaſes do not 
make him repent of his intemperance before 
he dies. A proud man, upon the Teaſt chang 
"of fortune, is ſure to meet with deriſion and 
"contempt. Where do we ſee an epicure th 
does not live to curſe his gluttony in fannt 
Debauchery cuts the "thitad of her own lik 
A Viedinious king is an encouragement to vich 
"nd che "cauſe of his own ' misfortunes. | 


mon, een man of us, Who dares to u 
bo 
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forbidden. fruit, ſoen feels the effect of his te- 
merity. The temporal conſequences of ſin are 
more than ſufſicient to keep a. wiſe man vir- 
tuous. Our final ſentence is reſerved to com- 
mence eternity. 

THERE is, likewiſe, no reaſon why God 
ſhould immediately give virtue her full reward. 
She is abundantly recompenſed in her own 
tranquillity and the eſteem of mankind. God 
not hath promiſed, that he will bleſs her path; 
and God will not forget his -promiſe. My 
deareſt, Kindeſt PRINCE !-Jet me beg of you 
to make her your guide, and your people, for 
your ſake, will be bleſſed. 

Lucan was of opinion, that the deeds of a 
great man -are his beſt panegyric ; to which a 
modern author adds, that it is more pleaſing 
to be praiſed by the voice of the people, than 
in dhe ſong of a, poet. What Oyap, in a 
1 flat 


1 
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Hattering mood,” ſaid of his emperor, may, 
with more propriety, be applied to a king who 
is bleſſed with the love of his ſubjects, | 


k 3 
— - 9 


* ee eſt alto ſub oy Cæſar habet. 


44 n ede 1 am; Kc. 


. 
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"ANSWER Ins 


AM glad that my er Tess is arrived a 


Ackeroe, becauſe yol' are ſo much nearer, 
and I hope to ſee you ſoon again. I thank 
Lg for all your *— and aſſure you they 
1 hope you haye 


X beg of you, my dear 
Th . Tess 


ty 
P4 


1 
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Tess,, to remember [ne to] your dear lady, 
and believe me, 
My dear 3 

Your faithful friend, 


Yy 
ho 


GUSTAVE. 


LETTER LXV. | 
INCE the laſt time I had the honour to ſee. 


" . Your RoyaL HiGHNess, you have made. 


acquaintance with a new diverſion, I mean, 
the french comedy, which, I am informed, 
has been, ſeveral times, played before the 
king, both at Ulrichſdaht and Drottningholm. 


ved t 
earer, 


thank 1 piren a little in opinion from thoſe mo- 
u they rofe cavillers who would diſcover immorali ity 
1 have In every amuſement 3 ; and 1 believe that the. 


ny den i minds 2s wel as the bodies of moſt men require. 
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frequerit relaxation. I look upon theatrical 


entertainments as a deſert after à ſolid repaſt; 


without it, is, in its nature, neither dangerous 


nor unwholeſome. 


Comp, from its firſt riſe, which is of 
very ancient date, has been gradually improy. 
ing till it is, at laſt, arrived at the purity and: 
perfection in which it now appears, eſpecially 
on the french ſtage. At its firſt entrance 
into the world, its ſubjects were entirely“ 
moral; but as: this often. made the audience 

— yawn, 
2 War runs the Sicilians or Gredks had the bunu df 
inventing comedy, is a matter of diſpute — the learn · 
ed; but, I think, it is generally agreed that San TI 
as the firſt who reduced ĩt to method; and that the comic, 
muſe began with perſonal fatire : therefore, what is here fail 
of morality muſt be underſtood of dramatic poetry in gener, 
which took: its riſe from the, bymns that were ſong to u- 
raiſe of Baccuus, 


5 
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1 | yawn, the comic muſe began a general criti 
n ciſm on the manners of -mankind, which was, 
i WM cn afer, converted; into perſonal ſatire, that 
us frequently. had no better foundation than envy 

or revenge. We have glaring inſtances of this 
of in the works of ARIS O PHAN ESG, where we 
y- find ſome of the greateſt men of Athens per- 
and ſonally ſatirized in a; manner which, in our 
ally delicate age, would be judged criminal.. Had. 
ce this poet wrote in the reign of Lew1s the 
ely fourteenth, he would have ſeen a mournful 


example in the fate of BLANCOLELLI1s, who, 
for his impertinent wit, was condemned to 
Oar. ; 

| Ar72x the ſpreading of Chriſtianity, ſeveral: 
parts of ſacred hiſtory were, in a very unbe- 
coming manner, brought upon the ſtage z 
many of which dramatic pieces are yet ex- 
I 4 tant. 
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tant in the french language. But theſe re- 

ligious poets being deſervedly filenced, a ſet 
of profane ones ſucceeded, who ſoon puſhed 
the theatre into the oppoſite extreme. The 

moſt abominable vices were exhibited in their 
naked deformity, and made to ſpeak their na- 
tural language, without regard to the ſex or- 
quality of the fpeQators. "Theſe indecent 


ſhifts of bad poets ſtill inſsct the * engliſh and. . 
iealian ages. | ; 
N. 

Art. : 

* Twins it was i my power to contradict this aſſertion ; ta 
but I cannot help being-pleaſed with the opportunity. it gives fo 
me, of declaring: my ſurpriſe.that we are not yet more th 
T had almoſt ſaid, civilized, than to ſuffer ſuch indecent . Eu 
ſcenes as are but too frequent, in ſome of our comedies. To lic 
point them out, were needleſs : no woman of virtue, or as 
man of ſeaſe, but muſt have been too often ſhocked with Ow! 
the impudence of certain poets, not to remember their names. and 


Though it may nat appear from Anis Tor L's definition, 
th. ? 


# 
4 . a4 - 
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ALL nations, however remote or uncivi- 
lized, have ſound pleaſure in public diverſions, 
Ka an E35 - It 
that the true deſign of comedy is, or ought to be, to make men 


virtupuy to correct their vices and follies by expoſing 


them in a ridiculous light; but this is certainly to be un- 


 derſtood of ſuch vices as may be expoſed without offending. 


the ears of chaſtity, Many. of our dramatic poets, with 


all our Romance-writers (Mr. Ric nA D οπνꝗ excepted) ſeem 


to have erred; from a falſe notion, that the perſection of their 


art conſiſts in repreſenting nature; without conſidering that 


nature is often a very improper TpeRtacle ; that looſe writes 
diſcover themſelves to be men of neither principles nor 
taſte; and'that as often as they approach obſcenity, they 


forget the reſpect which they owe to the public, Beſide, if 


they were 4cquainted with the hiſtory of the ſeveral ſtages in 


Europe, they would find, that the moſt ſtupid are the moſt 


Jicenfious z that all theatres have grown chaſte in proportion 
as they have improved in other reſpects. I ant ſorry to 


own that, in this the French have a great ſuperiority over us, 
and that we cannot expect to rival them, till we have 
purged our ſtage of every idea that ought to make a mo- 
deſt woman bluſh,  * Jaime, 


* 
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It was formerly a cuſtom, in theſe northern | 
kingdoms, to meet in large aſſemblies and 
. iſten to dhe recital of old heroic poems. I 
am told; this is Kill pratiſed in fame pars 
of America. The Chineſe ſtage is fixed in 
the open ſtreet. We find one of their drama- | 


tic poems in Du Halpe's travels, which, 


with a little help, might be made tolerable . 
But 2 regular treatiſe on this faljet would be 
tedious and unneceſſary, as Your ROYAL 
Hie nuss may find ſeveral authors who 
dae [ 

Jaime, fur le theatre, un agreable auteur 

Qui, ſans ſe diffamer aux yeux du ſpectateur, t 

Plait par la raiſon ſevle, & jamais ne la habe: 1 


Maia pou us faur plaiſagt, 3 groflitee e. 
Qui, Pavr me divertir, n'a que la falete ; 
| n ven aüle, vil veut, ſur deux treteaux monte, 
But Amulant le Pon neuf de ſes ſornettes fades, 
Haz, laguaiz aſembler joier ſes maſearades, 
BaiLzAV. Art. Pei. 
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have made it the principal objec? of their en- 
quiry. 

MoLIiERE may be conſidered 31 
capacity of reviver and author of good co- 
medy ; ſome of whoſe plays are imitated from 
PLAUTUS, and ſome entirely original. He. 
was the firſt who baniſhed the licentious muſe. 
and preſcribed rules for the french ſtage. How- 

well he was qualified for the taſk,. appears 
from his ſtill maninining the firſt place in 


the rank of comic poets, REGNARD, in my 


opinion, has approached him the neareſt : 
he may be conſidered as the TERExcR of 


the French; but MorERE will always remain 


their PL Aurus. 


Tur french ſtage, which of all others 
is allowed to be the moſt regular, and pure, 
may be conſidered as conſiſting of. oper, 
tragedy, and comedy... The fuſt is foreign. 

da 
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to our preſent ſubject. The laſt is divided in- 
to haut et bas mus,” or genteel and low 
comedy, There is is yet another kind of drama, 
of late 3 invention, called le genre larmoyant,” 
or pathetic comedy; ich has inſinuated it 
felf between tragedy and comedy ; but as it 
wants the i importance and dignity of the furt 
and the ſpirit of the latter, I doubt much whe- 
ther it will long maintain its credit. 5 


Turk are two des" in the french 
drama which, 1 wink, might be altered to 
advantage. Firſt, in repreſenting | virtuous 


characters, in the room of expoſing vice; for 


it is not ſufkcient to create an averſion for 


the one, without rendering the other amiable. 
But I am afraid the great difficulty of painting 
virtue in her proper colours will hinder me 
from ſeeing my wiſh accompliſhed. The other 


Ingrovernent which I would propoſe to their. 


tragic 


wit 
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trapic poets is, that they ſhould be leſs fre- 
quent with their worn-out love-mtrigues, and 
flick a little cloſer to hĩſtorical ttutn. 

I am not ignorant of the general tmportance 
of the ſo called Un1TIES OF TIME AN DPLAcE; 
but as the only deſign of this rule is to preſerve 
probability; I cannot help thinking, whete 
fo many other circumſtances join to unde- 
ceive me, but it might admit of 2 ex- 
ceptions. Who, for example, can ever be 
brought to imagine, that a french theatre i is a 
roman ſenate-houſe ? What ſpectator can lo 
far impoſe upon his reaſon. as to receive the 
idea of a Roman conſul; from an actor in a 
full bottomed wig, and a theatrical hoop? Or 
what rational creature can find the leaſt con» 
gruity, between alternate * muſic and. ſcenes 
6. : | of 

* $0 e as the muſic of the theatre is. chaſen at random 


without any regard to the tragedy, I agree with the author 
| but 
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of woe? not to mention many other things 
which, contribute. to. deſtroy that probability 
which the unity of time and place endeavour 
to preſerve. 

. I MIGHT perhaps have choſen ſomething 
more uſeful for the ſubject of this letter ; but I 
thought it not amiſs to give Your Roval 


HiGHNess 


bat this is not from a natural diſagreement in che ſound of 
inſtruments with the paſſion of ſorrow. By adapting the mu- 
fic, that is played between the as, to the ideas of the poet, 
2 might add greatly to the perfection of tragedy. I doubt 
not but this will. ſeem a ridiculous refinement to thoſe who 
are inſenfible to the power of harmony. For my part, I have 
en been more thock'd at the ftriking up of. a jig at the 
cod of a ſcene. which hath drawn team from me, than if, 
out of a hot roam, I N into a cold- bath. 
A Pe: Fg or farce after a good e have much 
the ſame effect. But this is not all that might be ſaid on the 


© ty 
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Hxounzss A. general idea of your preſent- 
amuſement. 
Tae ſtage is a very rational and allowable. 
diverſion ſo. long as it is not ſuffered to inter- 
rupt things of greater weight; and to thoſe. 
that have ſenſe enough to ſeparate good from 
bad, may. often prove a. ſchool of morality. 
The theatre. is. alſo of, ſome uſe in a populous. 
city, if we only conſider. it as a.lounging place 
for idle folks, wha would otherwiſe ſpend-their 
evenings in taverns, caffee-houſes, or even leſs. 
innocently. | 
NoTWITHSTANDING. what. I have ſaid, I 
would not be underſtood to recommend a. 
conſtant attendance at the theatre ; nor do I re-- 
member, in the hiſtory of any emperor. or king, 
to have found the love of public ſhews number- 
ed among his zirtues. My opinion of the tage. 
is, that it may be made an innocent and even. 


WF UETT ERS r (x) 

proſitahle amuſement, provided: we follow the 
: example of Your RoyaL FATHER, in uſing 
it with moderation. | 


I amy &. 
:Zckeroe, Aug. 2333 
Wie ID e © 3 toerte, 


NETTE R. - LVI. 

HE ancients. both honoured and diſa 
graced the human tongue, in defining 
it to be the beſt and worſt, nobleſt and moſt 
vile member of the body. Upon reflection, 
we ſhall find, in like manner, that not only 
all our paſſions become virtues or vices ac- 
cording as we uſe or abuſe them, but that 


+ even. our- virtues, in the miſapplication, loſe 


their natural beauty, and aſſume the deformity 
of. vice. Ambition, for example, is evident- 


1 Jy 
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ly the cauſe of both good and evil. It was. 
an ill-timed inclination to aſpire, that cauſed: 
our original fall, and it is by a Jaudable thirſt 
after glory, that we muſt riſe again. A ge- 


nerous ambition warmed the heart of Au- 
GUSTUS, and a diabolical one fired the ſouls, 
of T1BERIUS and NERO. . * 27 
Al. L mankind, whether born to command 
or obey, are prompted by ambition to attach 
themſelves to the giddy wheel of fortune. It 
7 is, ambition that ſpreads. devaſtation: through 
the land, and ſtains our waters with blood.“ 
It is ambition that gives victory to ſmall ar- 


ö mies, and the ſame: paſſion, ill governed, is 
| often the ruin of the moſt numerous. It is 
t ambition that makes kings truly great; it is 
** ambition that transforms a father of his coun- 
ty 2 


try into a vulture, preying upon her vitals. 
lt is ambition that builds palaces, encourages 
| 2 


2-20 LETTERS To «a 

arts, and ſupports induſtry, It is. ambition 
that pulls down the- fabric of her own 
bands, deſpiſes knowledge, and negleds vir- 
tus, It is ambition that lifts one man to. 
the. pinnacle of. honour, and another to the 
ſcaffold. 

Ir Your Royar HicHNness ſhould aſk 
how it happens that ſuch oppoſite effects are 
produced by the ſame cauſe, I muſt tell you, 
blind, and are led by moderation, reflection, 
and-prudence. Now though theſe guides are 
naturally careful, yet it ſometimes happens 


maſters to themſelves, who then ſtumble and 
fall into the ditch. 


From hence, as from every other rational 
contemplation,” we are led to admire and acore 


the wiſe diſpenſations of Providence, How 


could 
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could a man have boaſted-of his FREE WILL, 
if_ in che ſame manner that all. his Adtions 
are voluntary, it had - not been alſo in his 
power to make a good or bad uſe of his 
Paffions. 

I Have often told Vour Rox AL Hicunegss 
that the folicity of a king does not ſo much. 


conſiſt in the ſplendour- of his throne, as in 


the love of his people; but I do not remem- 
ber ever to have mentioned in what degree he 
is obliged to their ambition. 

How unhappy: muſt be We ee 
ambition is entirely extinguiſhed! How. il 
would the prince be ſerved, how. flowly- would: 
his orders be executed, if all his ſubjects were 
ſatisfied with their fortunes, and had no other 


motive but their duty! One of the-principal 


arts of government is to encourage ambition, 
aut at the ſame time ta regard it with the eye: 
: of 


— — 
2% 
* * 
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a 
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- unprovided- againſt ſtorm or - inundation ; a. 


212 'LETTERS To XA 
of a ſkilful, phyſician, who does not attempt 
to. damp the fever till he has reaſon to dread: 


the effect of its violence. 


: A'KING that honours Gon; a king who 
purſues his own honour with moderation; a 
king who ſupports his ſubjects in the flipper 
path of honour, is a wiſe and happy monarch. 
A ſubject who has reaſon to obey his ſovereign 
with chearfulneſs ; a ſubject who daily reads 
favour in the eyes of his prince; a ſubject who: 
is ſatisfied with the conſciouſneſs. of having WM : 
a;ſubje&t WO in the ſereneſt weather is not. 


H 

ſubjeft - who, amidſt the hurry of buſineſs, is n 

nat daaled with the glittering of falfe ho- y 
 nour, but keeps bis eye conſtantly fixed on- e 


the [delightful proſpect of philoſophic retire- 
eee e ment 
| Ig 


* 0 
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ment and a peaceful conſcience ; is of all ſub- 
jects the happieſt. 


I am, &c. 
Eckeroe, Aug. 26, 
1753. 


LETTER LXVIL. 
r Brtinvn we may venture to lay it down 


J as an'axiom, that all things whatſoever 
> | are of a compound or mixed nature. When 
; Your ROYAL HIoHNESs begins with phy- 
ot. ſical enquiries, you will ſoon be of this opi- 
a; nion; which, by a thouſand chymical experi- 
Is. ments, 1 proved beyond contradiction. But 
10- you will be ſurprized when J tell you, that 
on- even virtue itſelf is imperfect till it be Roe 


1y mingled and Mate der 10 


"GREAT 
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(GREAT piety, without: a ſuitable addition 
of patience, would be apt to betray us into 
all- timed and ineffectual anger at the vices 
and follies of mankind. A king, merely 
gracious and mild, would infallibly open the 
gates to a deluge of vices. A prince who 
would act by no other principle but that of ſe- 
vere juſtice, would deſerve the name of a ty- 
rant. A hero without compaſſion would be ac- 
counted wild and blood-thirſty ; and a merely 
Ixr Your RorAl MHronxzss pleaſes to ex- 
Amine every other virtue, I believe you will 
4ind chat, like ſome medicinal herbs, if not 
properly mixed, they are unwholeſome and 
-often poiſonous. In ſhort, abſtract a ſingle 
virtue from its proper allay, and it immedi- 
ately becomes a vice. All men are born {uf 


ceptible of virtuous impreſſions: but to fa 
| that 


—_— OY 0.09.3 


ſay 
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that any man 4s, by nature, virtuous, is ab- 
ſurd. Virtue is the child of education, and 
] had almoſt ſaid, is a juſt mixture of goed 
and evil. It is not to an undiſcerning ſpend- 
thrift that we give the name of a generous 
man; but to him 'who'diftributes in propor- 
tion to his ability; or WhO tempers his bounty 
with a neceſſary mixture of avarice. 
Tnrose who have ſpent their time and mo- 
ney in fruitleſs attempts to make gold, tell 
us, in excuſe for their folly, that they well 
know all the [neceſſary ingredients, but have 


not been able to hit upon the proper quantity 


of each. It is much the ſame in the caſe 
of virtue: there are numbers of people that 


are well acquainted with the nature of it, but 


very few who have been able to ſueceed in the 
due combination of parts. 


LET 
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Lr me adviſe Your RoyAL-Hicnnees 
.zto endeavour. to penetrate into the bottom of 
your on heart, accuſtom your growing vir- 
tues to a dutiful ſubjection, and then deliver 
- the helm to your: natural good: ſenſe, which 
will ahvays be your beſt pilot through the 
IT often happens that well diſpoſed princes, 
during the courſe of a long reign, never ad- 
vance farther than the gates of the temple 
of virtue; and that the beſt ſeeds are ſuffered 
to periſh, for want of a little care. But I 
mam aſſured Your RoxaL HIORxNESss will re- 
ward my; ſincerity by following my advice, 
und, tn our mutual zeal will call down a 
: blefling-upon our endeavours. 
Ix you ſhauld think proper to allow this 
ſubject a farther diſcuſſion at my return, in 


order to aſcertain the due meaſure of each 
virtue, 


— 
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virtue, I ſhall think it a princely employment 
for Your RoYAL Hronxzss; and, for me, 


an exerciſe of mind that may contribute to 


render me more worthy to live and die g 


Your, &c. 
Ackeroe, Aug. 30, 


1753. 


LETTER LXVIII. 
W HO can reſemble more a thief than 
he that waits but for the death of 
others to attack their reputation ? The thief 
lurks in expectation of a clear houſe; and the 
flanderer, till the inhabitant of the body be 
departed. A thief is impatient for the com- 
ing of the night, when the watch ſhall repoſe 
in ſecurity ; and the reputation-thief waits 
till the final ſleep of death has cloſed our eyes, 
Vor. I. K and 
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and delivered him from the fear of detection. 
A common thief takes care to make no 2. 
tempt, where he has the leaſt reſiſtance to 
fear; the ſtealer of eur good name is, in 
like manner, careful to leave thoſe unattacked 
who are armed and upon their guard. In 


ſhort, let us continue the compariſon ever ſo 
far, we ſhall find an invariable limilitude of 
cunning and cowardice to the very laſt. The 
only difference between them is, that he who 
is once branded with common theft, is purſued 
and puniſhed whilſt alive, and at his death, en- 
tails. an odium upon his family for ſeveral ge- 
nerations: but how ſmall is the number of 
thoſe that riſe in defence of an injured reputs- 
tion? If the generality of men have fo lit- 
tle generofity, ought not that of a king to be 
ſo much more extenſive ? Is it not his duty to 
defend the good name of his departed ſubject, 

1; * 


eh. 
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nd puniſh thoſe who would diſturb and pro- 
fane the ſacred aſhes of the dead ? 
LeT me perſuade Your Royar Hi6HNess 
never to think a faithful ſubject below your 
protection, even in the grave; never to ſuf- 
fer the infamous tongue of envy to blaſt the 
name of virtue, even in the tomb. It is the 
pleaſing duty of a king to protect innocenee, 
and to aſſure the privilege of juſtification to 
guilt itfelf. Now who can be more ineapable 
of anſwering in their own cauſe, than thoſe 
who have ſhut their gates, and are gone do 
to the peaceful chambers of the dead? If, in 
their paſt life, they have acquired a good 
character, the defamatory tongue of malice 
ought to prove nothing but the corruption of 
her own heart. | 
I can eafily forgive a luke-warm friend 
who, whilſt I am living, ſhews no great zeal 
| K 2 | in 
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in my defence. My preſence and the power 
of ſpeaking for myſelf, his own private views, 
powerful adverſaries, and many other circum- 
ſtances, may in ſome degree, excuſe, if not 
entirely juſtify him : but, were my aſhes ca- 
pable of revenge, I fear I ſhould be irrecon- 
cilable to thoſe timorous- friends who could, 
with patience, hear my memory delivered up 
a prey to the tongue of calumny. | 
I HAvE made this the ſubject of a letter, 
becauſe, I would willingly leave nothing un- 
attempted, that may contribute to make you 
truly great in the eye of heaven and of the 
world. Beſide, 1 am prompted by too many 
examples of inj ured virtue, not to recommend 
the memory of honourable men to your care 
and protection. What an encouragement 
would it be to the living, to ſee their generous 
lovereign keep a pious watch over the tombs 
of 
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of their fathers how would this increaſe their 
zeal, their fidelity, ' and their obedience ! 

Wurm any of your ſubjects have the miſ- 
fortune to incur your diſpleaſure, it will be in 
your power to deliver them over to the law; 
but when they have dice ſuſercd'the puniſh- 
ment due to their crimes, I fatter myſelf. 


your noble heart will generouſly ſhield their 
names from the poĩſon'd arrows of private ma- 
lice :: who will otherwiſe-think herſelf autho- 
riſed to ſhoot, under your banner, at-2. van» 
My laſt will: is already made. I have be- 
queathed my ſoul to her creator, the ſtem of 
my poſſefſions to my creditors, and the re- 
maining branches to my heirs. May Your 
RorAT HicHvess be indulgent to my me- 


mory, and gracious to my friends, for my 
fake ! F can never be more confined” in the 


K 3 grave, 
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grave, than 1 haze been, in the world : but 
the delightful occupation of marking out a 
proper path for Your Roral Hichvzss, 
hath made me happily forget all my misfortunes, 
Heavens bleſs my endeavours, and I have lived 
long and happily enough !_ 

DEAREST SIR! let me beſeech you to 
ſhew yourſelf a friend to mankind, and to be 
careful how you wound the hearts of thoſe 
that are within your power. I am always 
forry when, for want of a little reflection, I 
have given pain even to a ſeryant; yet he, 
to eſcape my anger, has it in his power to 
quit my ſervice. How much more careful 
ought not a king to be of the happineſs of a 
ſubject, who has often no refuge or conſola- 
tion, but his ſilent, conſcious innocence; 
whoſe allegiance, or circumſtances, do not 
allow him to attempt a change of fortune! 
: 3 


3 
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As to my fate, it is more than tolerable, ſince I 


ſee Your .RoyaL HiGHNEss daily improve 


in every chriſtian and royal virtue; which adds 
hourly to the high eſteem and veneration 
with which 


I am, &c, 


Fckeroe, Sept. 6. 
1753. 


LET. 


1 
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LETTER LXX. 


to employ part of his leiſure hours in agricul- 
ture? I aſ this queſtion becauſe I know 
that my deſire to fee you perfect in all things, 
might - poſſibly extend my ſpeculations too 
far, 

F Am not ignorant that times and manners 
are too much changed to allow the ſame 
hand to guide the plow and wield the ſword; 
but I am no leſs certain, that trade and agri- 
culture are the true baſis of a happy and 
flouriſhing kingdom. I alſo believe the pro- 
verb to be grounded on experience which ſays, 


© Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis;' 
and hence I am apt to conclude it neceſſary, 
that a king, as in other things, ſhould ſet his 

| ſubjects 


OES Your Rovyat Hrcnness think 
it would be below the dignity of a king 


tu 
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ſubjects an example in his taſte for planting, 
gardening, and agriculture. Were I the poſ- 


. ſeſſor of delightful Ekholmſund, I would imme- 
3 diately incloſe a certain quantity of acres, and 
— by uncommon aſſiduity would endeavour to 
v bring them to the higheſt poſſible degree of 
65 fertility. I would be informed in every branch 
0 of rural œconomy, and pleaſe myſelf with 
imagining that I found a more exquiſite reliſh 
M in that which was the-fruit of my own labour, 
_ and had fprung up under my own eye. 
d; Far be it from me to metamorphoſe a 
fi- prince into a peaſant. The ſkin of the firſt 
nd muſt be burnt and hardened at the head of an 
o- army, and that of the latter at the tail of 
ys, a plough. If a king ſhould condeſcend to 
is; turn the ſoil for his amuſement, it would be 
to honour a vocation, which is not only the 


moſt ancient, but was eſteemed the moſt noble, 


till 
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ll pride took the place of innocence, ang 


the father began to believe himſelf highly ho- 
noured in his. ſon's ſword or * ruff, This 
epidemical evil is not to be cured till people 


of diſtinction, by their example, encourage 


the reſt of mankind to ſet a true value on 
tlie art of agriculture. Experience will teach 
Your ROWAL Hicnness that a kingdom's 
greateſt weakneſs proceeds from the want of 
thoſe ufefut men who,-by the ſweat of their 
brow, fupply their fellow-ſubjefs with daily 
bread. You will, then, not think me to 
blame in preferring a ſober, peaceful pea- 
fant, to his coxcomb-ſon, ſtrutting with his 
hat over one eye, and dealing blows to his fa- 

ther's: ſervants. 
I aw ſo far from endeavouring to imbit- 
ter your pleaſures, that I could fay much in 
| | praiſe 


Pat r of a Lutheran clergyman's habit. 


YOUNG PRINCE. 225 

praiſe of public ſhews, feſtivals, muſic and 

dancing; for I myſelf was formerly an eager 

diſciple of theſe ſchools of vanity ; and, like 

an old hunter, who revives at the found of the 

Horn, I have a ſecret pleaſure in ſeeing others 

follow the diverſions for which I, by age, am 
diſqualified, _ 

IwisH it were in my power to inſpire 
my countrymen with the love of rural inno- 
cence! would I could give them an idea of 
that pleaſure which men enjoy who attend 
their acres chearfully, and with affiduity ! and 
what can be more natural and delightful, when 
we are fatigued and emaciated by labour and 


amuſement, than to recover our vigour in ſo- 


litude and repoſe? 

IT will be neceſſary that Your Roy AL 
Hichxss ſhould diſtinguiſh between plea- 
ſures of a light nature, and thoſe which are 

ſolid 
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ſolid and uſeful. The firſt leave nothing be- 
'hind them, except diſcontent, whilſt the lat- 
ter afford a ſecond enjoyment in the recollec- 
tion. If what I have faid ſhould not appear 
Fufficiently plain at preſent, time and reflection 
will make it more obvious. I am not wri- 


ting to one of my own age, but to a young 
-prince, who, after a few years experience, will 
be convinced of the truth and ſincerity of all 
my letters; which, if they have no other effec, 
will, at leaſt, * a future proof of the eternal 


zeal and veneration with which 
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